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TWENTY-FIFTH  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


TO   THE   HONORABLE   THE    LEGISLATURE  OF    THE    STATE    AND  THE 
CORPORATION  OF  THE  CITY  OF  NEW-YORK. 

The  Managers  of  the  Society  for  the  Reformation  of 
Juvenile  DeHnquents  in  the  City  of  New- York,  herewith 
present  their  Twenty-Fifth  Annual  Report  to  the  Honor- 
able the  Legislature  of  the  State,  and  the  Corporation  of 
the  City  of  New-York,  as  follows — 

REPORT. 

The  whole  number  of  children  received  into  the  House  of 
Refuge  since  its  establishment  in  1824,  is    .    .    •  4663 

The  whole  number  in  the  House  on  the  first 
day  of  January,  1849,  was  355 

There  was  received  during  the  year,    ....  303 

Making  a  total  for  1849,  of  658 

The  number  remaining  on  the  1st  Jan.,  1850,  is   .  338 


Leaving  the  number  disposed  of  during  the  year 
1849,  .    ,    •    .  320 

The  Treasurer's  Report  (see  Appendix)  exhibits  a  state- 
ment of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  Society  du. 
ring  the  year. 
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The  balance  due  the  Society  on  the  3d  of  January, 

1819,  was   $     362  02 

Receipts  to  January  2,  1850,  $  25. 117  11 

$25,479  13 

Disbursements  to  January  1,  1850,   ....  $  21,527  80 

Leaving  balance  due  the  Society,  $      951  33 

Since  their  last  Annual  Report,  the  Board  of  Managers 
have  been  called  to  record  the  decease  of  one  of  their  mem- 
bers. In  the  month  of  August  last,  Brittain  L.  Woolley, 
Esq.,  for  many  years  a  valuable  and  efficient  member  of  its 
acting  committee,  died  after  a  short  illness. 

Mr.  Woolley  was  elected  a  Manager  in  the  year  1832,  and 
was  always  much  interested  in  promoting  and  advancing 
the  objects  of  the  Institution,  and  was  deeply  solicitous  for 
the  welfare  of  the  inmates  of  the  Refuge.  The  Board  of 
Managers  feel  this  tribute  of  respect  to  be  due  to  the 
memory  of  their  deceased  associate. 

It  is  now  twenty-five  years  since,  under  the  auspices  of 
this  Society,  the  House  of  Refuge  was  established.  The 
Annual  Reports  have  made  known  to  the  public,  the  history 
of  its  progress,  and  the  occurrences  which  have  taken  place 
each  year  during  that  period.  It  may  not,  however,  be 
deemed  uninteresting  at  this  period  of  time,  to  give  a  brief 
and  connected  history,  since  its  commencement  in  1824. 

A  Society  for  the  prevention  of  pauperism  had  been 
founded  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  1818,  by  a  number  of 
influential  and  benevolent  citizens,  for  the  purpose,  as  its 
name  indicates,  of  devising  the  best  means  of  meliorating 
and  improving  the  condition  of  the  poor,  and  reclaiming  the 
unfortunate  offspring  of  poverty  and  crime.  It  directed  its 
attention  to  the  various  sources  from  whence  the  evils  com- 
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plained  of,  appeared  to  emanate.  It  saw,  in  the  midst  of 
our  growing  city,  and  lamented  the  sad  condition  of  the 
many  destitute  and  helpless  youth,  only  criminal  and  delin- 
quent from  the  unfortunate  circumstances  in  which  they 
were  placed. 

Born  of  vicious  and  depraved  parents,  living  in  squahd 
poverty,  and  none  but  the  worst  of  examples  before  them, — 
what  could  be  expected  of  children  thus  nurtured  and 
brought  up  ?  As  soon,  perhaps,  as  they  attained  sufficient 
physical  strength,  they  were  sent  forth  to  beg  a  scanty 
subsistence  for  themselves  and  the  indolent  and  degraded 
authors  of  their  being ;  becoming  initiated  in  all  the  arts  of 
deception  and  falsehood,  necessary  to  their  success  in  pro- 
curing, in  this  way,  the  means  of  subsistence. 

In  addition  to  this,  the  unavoidable  consequence  was,  the 
practice  of  committing  petty  acts  of  thieving  and  other 
crimes ;  thereby  becoming  amenable  to  the  laws,  their  con- 
sequent arrest  and  committal  to  the  City  Prison  or  Bride- 
well, or  to  the  Penitentiary  at  Bellevue — the  only  two 
places,  at  that  period,  to  which  they  could  be  sent. 

Here,  they  were  confined  with  old  and  hardened  offenders 
in  crime,  long  enough,  to  be  contaminated  and  ruined  by 
such  an  association  with  villany. 

But  little  good  was  accomplished,  and  but  little  hope  of 
making  much  progress  in  the  way  of  reformation,  while  this 
state  of  things  existed.  It  was  found  that  the  evil  was  deep 
rooted,  and  difficult  to  be  cured,  unless  a  remedy,  having  for 
its  object,  the  eradication  of  early  crime  could  be  devised. 
This,  for  the  want  of  some  proper  receptacle  for  the  young 
offender,  was  not  easy  to  accomplish.  The  Society,  there- 
fore, in  the  year  1823,  appointed  a  Committee  of  its  mem- 
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bers  to  take  such  steps  as  might  be  deemed  most  conducive 
to  effect  the  desired  object. 

Enquiries  were  addressed  for  information  to  Hugh  Max^ 
WELL,  Esq.,  at  that  time,  District-Attorney  for  the  City  and 
County  of  New-York,  to  Arthur  Burtis,  Keeper  of  the  Peni- 
tentiary at  Bellevue,  and  to  Mr.  Thorpe,  Keeper  of  the  City 
Prison  or  Bridewell. 

Mr.  Maxwell,  in  reply,  furnished  an  abstract  of  more  than 
450  persons  sentenced  in  the  year  1822,  either  to  the  City 
Bridewell  from  10  to  60  days,  or  to  the  Penitentiary  at 
Bellevue  from  2  to  6  months,  all  under  25  years  of  age,  and 
a  very  considerable  number  of  both  sexes  between  the  ages 
of  9  and  16  years.  He  also  made  many  valuable  sugges- 
tions, and  gave  as  his  opinion,  that  a  large  proportion  of  these 
young  delinquents  could  be  saved  by  a  proper  separation 
from  old  and  hardened  offenders.  He  entered  most  heartily 
into  the  work  of  reformation,  and  has  always  been  a  valu- 
able counsellor  and  friend  of  the  Society. 

In  July,  1 823,  -Mr.  Burtis  and  Mr.  Thorpe  each  replied  to 
the  enquiries  addressed  to  them,  giving  much  useful  infor- 
mation on  the  subject. 

After  much  labor  in  collecting  all  the  facts  from  every 
source  to  which  the  Committee  had  directed  their  attention, 
they,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1823,  submitted,  in  an 
able  and  masterly  report,  to  their  associates,  the  result  of 
their  labors,  and  closed  by  recommending  the  establishment 
of  a  "  House  of  Refuge,"  which  was  at  once  adopted,  and 
the  Society  assumed  the  name  of  The  Society  for  the 
Reformation  of  Juvenile  Delinquents  in  the  City  of  New- 
York." 

A  public  meeting  of  citizens  was  held  at  the  City  Hotel, 
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on  the  19th  December,  1823,  at  which  the  late  Cad wal- 
LADER  D.  CoLDEN,  Esq.,  presided,  and  Hiram  Ketchum, 
Esq.,  acted  as  Secretary. 

A  memorial  to  the  Legislature  was  immediately  prepared, 
and  an  abstract  of  the  report  annexed  thereto,  asking  for  an 
act  of  incorporation. 

The  first  election  of  Officers  and  Managers  took  place, 
January  9, 1824,  when  CadwalladerD.Colden  was  unani- 
mously elected  President,  which  place  he  filled  with  his  usual 
ability  and  zeal,  for  eight  years,  when  declining  health  caused 
him  to  retire  from  the  active  duties  of  the  Society. 

The  other  offices  and  committees  were  filled  by  gentlemen 
equally  devoted  to  the  cause  of  benevolence  and  humanity. 

Having  obtained  the  favorable  regard  of  the  Legislature 
so  far  as  to  obtain  a  charter,  which  was  granted  on  the 
29th  of  March,  1824,  under  the  name  of"  The  Society  for 
the  Reformation  of  Juvenile  Delinquents  in  the  City  of  New- 
York,"  the  Society  next  appealed  to  their  fellow-citizens  for 
aid. 

This  appeal  was  generously  responded  to  by  donations 
and  collections  during  the  year  1824,  of  more  than  $16,000, 
the  following  year  nearly  $4000,  and  up  to  the  present  time 
to  a  total,  by  private  subscriptions  and  donations,  of  nearly 
$27,000. 

The  work,  thus  happily  commenced,  has  steadily  ad- 
vanced in  prosperity  and  usefulness,  and  the  present  Board 
of  Managers  are  daily  witnessing  the  happy  exemplifica- 
tion of  the  truth,  "  Cast  thy  bread  upon  the  waters:  for  thou 
shalt  find  it  after  many  days." 

Having  applied  to  the  Corporation  for  a  location  for  the 
House  of  Refuge,  their  petition  was  referred  to  a  Committee, 
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who  reported  favorably  on  the  1st  of  March,  1S24,  recoriV' 
mending  that  the  piece  of  ground  lying  at  the  junction  of  th$ 
Bloomingdale  and  Old  Post  Roads,  occupied  as  a  Unitet^ 
States  Arsenal,  be  granted  for  that  purpose. 

Arrangements  were  made  with  the  Government,  and  the 
premises  were  relinquished  to  the  Society  in  time  to  enabU 
them  to  make  the  necessary  alterations  and  improvements. 

On  the  first  day  of  January,  1825,  the  House  was  openec 
with  3  boys  and  G  girls,  in  presence  of  several  memberi 
of  the  Corporation  and  a  number  of  citizens. 

The  ceremony  attending  the  opening  was  interesting,  ant 
an  address  was  made  by  one  of  the  members  of  the 
Board. 

The  Legislature  in  April  of  the  same  year,  granted  an  ap< 
propriation  of  $2000  per  annum  for  five  years,  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  Institution. 

In  May,  1826,  Joseph  Curtis,  Esq.,  the  Superintendent 
resigned,  and  Nathaniel  C.  Hart,  Esq.,  was  appointed  tc 
succeed  him. 

On  the  2d  of  July,  the  charge  of  the  Institution  was  trans- 
ferred to  Mr.  Hart,  with  appropriate  ceremonies.  Ai 
eloquent  address  was  delivered  by  the  President,  Mr.  Col- 
den,  and  a  suitable  reply  by  the  new  Superintendent,  whc 
continued  in  charge  until  the  year  1836. 

It  was  very  soon  ascertained  from  what  sources  thi 
greatest  number  of  subjects  were  received  into  the  House. 

One  was,  the  children  of  poor  emigrants  arriving  at  thif 
port  destitute,  and  without  the  means  of  getting  a  livelihood 
The  Society,  therefore,  presented  a  memorial  to  the  L.egis< 
lature,  asking  for  a  portion  of  the  passenger  fund,  and  a  lav, 
was  passed  granting  eight  thousand  dollars  per  annum  fi'oii 
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that  fund.  Another  prolific  source  of  subjects  furnisheil, 
were  the  children  of  intemperate  parents — a  grant  of  four 
thousand  dollars  per  annum  from  the  excise  fund  was  asked 
for,  and  obtained  from  the  Corporation  of  the  city. 

A  third  evil,  was  the  many  youth  frequenting  Theatres, 
the  Circus,  and  similar  places ;  often  committing  acts  of 
dishonesty,  to  obtain  the  means  to  indulge  in  this  propen- 
sity. 

A  law  was  therefore  obtained  from  the  Legislature,  re- 
quiring every  Theatre  and  Circus  to  procure  a  license  for 
the  privilege  of  performing.  In  case  of  neglect  or  refusal, 
the  process  is  a  summary  one,  an  injunction  can  be  at  once 
obtained,  and  performances  prohibited  until  the  law  is  com- 
pUed  with. 

The  revenue  arising  from  these  three  sources  amounting 
to  from  $15,000  to  $16,000,  together  with  what  is  received 
from  the  labor  of  the  children,  is  about  equal  to  the  s^upport 
of  the  establishment. 

An  arrangement  was  made  in  the  year  1 839  with  the  Cor- 
poration, to  remove  the  Refuge  to  its  present  location,  foot 
of  23rd  street,  on  the  East  River. 

In  the  month  of  May,  of  that  year,  the  House  then  occu- 
pied was  set  on  fire  and  burned  down,  supposed  to  have 
been  done  by  one  of  the  boys,  an  inmate  of  the  House.  The 
building  we  now  occupy  was  put  in  order,  and  the  boys  and 
girls  immediately  transferred  to  it. 

A  new  Female  House  in  which  is  a  commodious  chapel 
for  the  inmates  of  both  Mouses,  has  been  erected,  together 
with  several  large  work  shops.  The  croton-water  has  been 
introduced  throughout  the  premises,  contributing  materially 
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lo  the  cleanliness  and  health  of  the  inmates,  and  also  afford- 
ing a  great  security  against  fiie. 

About  two  years  since,  the  managers  applied  for  a  parti- 
cipation in  tlie  Public  School  money,  which  was  granted  by 
the  Legislature,  and  the  schools  are  now  visited  and  exam- 
ined by  the  County  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools, 
and  participate  in  all  the  advantages  of  that  system. 

The  expense  of  instructors,  recitation  rooms,  books  and 
stationary,  is  about  equal  to  the  apportionment  made  for 
their  support,  by  the  Board  of  Education. 

The  boys  are  placed  under  the  charge  of  contractors,  who 
employ  them,  part  in  making  cane-seat  maple  chairs,  and 
others  in  making  pocket-books,  razor  strops,  spectacle  cases 
and  goods  of  a  similar  description,  thus  acquiring  a  trade 
which  may  be  useful  to  them  in  after  life ;  their  labor  pro- 
duces 1 1  ^  cents  per  day. 

The  girls  are  employed  in  making  shirts,  washing  and 
mending  for  the  boys,  and  with  the  large  family  in  the  house, 
after  deducting  the  hours  they  are  in  school,  say  from  4  to 
hours,  gives  them  full  employment. 

The  beneficial  resuhs  arising  from  the  discipline  and  man- 
agement exercised  in  the  House,  have  been  so  frequently  al- 
luded to  in  our  reports,  it  seems  almost  needless  to  speak  of 
them  again,  but  will  refer  to  the  letters  in  the  Appendix,  re- 
ceived from  boys  and  girls,  and  parties  to  whom  they  have 
been  indentured,  for  information  on  this  subject. 

Thus  far,  this  Institution  has  continued  prosperously  to 
carry  on  the  great  work  of  reformation;  and  the  question 
now  presents  itself ;  in  what  way  can  the  operations  of  this 
society  be  extended  and  its  usefulness  more  generally  promo- 
ted ?    This  subject  has  been  heretofore  referred  to,  and  it 
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may  not  be  out  of  place  again  to  direct  attention  to  it.  The 
premises  we  now  occupy  are  not  adequate  to  our  present 
wants — no  definite  classification  can  be  maintained— no 
proper  distinction  established  between  the  children ;  and  the 
want  of  sufficient  accommodations  by  which  these  desirable 
benefits  could  be  secured,  has  been  severely  felt  by  the  man- 
agers, and  during  the  past  summer,  the  Board  were  obli- 
ged to  close  their  doors,  and  refuse  to  receive  those  who 
were  the  proper  subjects  of  the  Refuge  ;  while  other  Institu- 
tions, having  in  view,  the  same  objects  which  we  are  endea- 
vouring to  accomplish,  have  been  liberally  provided  for  in 
these  respects,  this  Institution,  the  most  important  of  all,  is 
left  with  the  same  provision  originally  made  for  its  use. 

The  noble  example  furnished  by  the  city  of  New  York, 
has,  we  learn,  been  followed  by  other  cities  of  the  Union. 
In  1826,  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia  erected  a  House,  which 
has  been  in  successful  operation  since  that  date,  and  at  the 
present  time  are  erecting  a  large  building,  intended  for  col- 
ored children  only. 

In  South  Boston,  a  "  House  of  Reformation"  was  es- 
tablished in  1526,  which  has  been  productive  of  much 
good.  • 

The  city  of  New  Orleans  have  had  one  in  operation  for 
some  years  until  the  month  of  May,  of  the  past  year,  when 
it  was  unfortunately  destroyed  by  fire. 

The  city  of  Cincinnatti,  we  understand  has  one  in  great 
forwardness,  although  we  have  no  report  of  its  having  yet 
commenced  operations. 

The  State  of  Massachusetts,  in  the  year  1846,  established 
in  Westboro,  what  is  called  a  "  State  Reform  School,'^  in- 
tended for  boys  only,  and  have  purchased  a  farm  of  180 
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acres  devoted  to  agricultural  purposes.  This  is  for  the 
same  class  of  offenders  as  those  which  our  Institution  re- 
ceives. 

Our  own  State,  now  thoroughly  convinced  of  the  salutary 
effects  of  the  system,  have  granted  a  charter  for  a  noble  In- 
stitution, in  the  western  part  of  the  State. 

It  is  most  liberally  endowed,  and  is  located  at  Rochester. 
A  farm  containing  about  forty-five  acres  has  been  purchased, 
four  and  a  half  of  which  is  enclosed  by  a  wall,  with  buildings 
and  work-shops  erected  within  the  enclosure.  It  was  open- 
ed on  the  1st  of  August  of  the  past  year  with  three  boys,  un- 
der the  management  of  Samuel  S.  Wood  Esq.,  for  sev- 
eral years  the  experienced  and  intelligent  Superintendent  of 
our  Institution. 

During  the  last  spring,  application  was  made  by  several 
citizens  of  St.  Louis,  Miss.,  to  be  furnished  with  some  of  our 
reports — a  movement  for  the  same  object  having  been  made 
in  that  place.  The  fire  and  pestilence,  with  which  they  have 
been  visited  during  the  summer,  will  doubtless  retard  the 
project  for  a  time. 

We  hail  with  much  pleasure  the  recent  movement  in  the  city 
*of  Baltimore,  where  an  efficient  effort  has  been  commenced, 
with  a  liberal  grant  from  the  city,  and  many  individual  sub- 
scriptions and  donations,  from  public  spirited  and  benevolent 
citizens.  We  are  informed  the  Institution  will  be  in  opera- 
tion in  the  course  of  a  year. 

Upon  the  opening  of  the  "  Western  House  of  Refuge,"  his 
Excellency,  the  Governor,  issued  a  proclamation,  designa- 
ting the  Counties  which  should  thereafter  send  to  the  re- 
spective Houses,  and  the  following  3 1  Counties,  were  di- 
rected to  send  to  the  House  of  Refuge  in  the  city  of  Roch- 
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ester: — Albany,  Alleghany,  Cayuga,  Cattaraugus,  Chauta- 
que,  Erie,  Franklin,  Fulton,  Gennesee,  Herkimer,  Hamilton, 
Jefferson,  Lewis,  Livingston,  Madison,  Monroe,  Montgom- 
ery, Niagara,  Oneida,  Onondaga,  Ontario,  Oswego,  Orleans, 
Renssellaer,  Seneca,  Steuben,  St.  Lawrence,  Tompkins, 
Wayne,  Wyoming  and  Yates  ;  the  remaining  28  Counties, 
to  wit :  Broome,  Chemung,  Chenango,  Chnton,  Columbia, 
Courtland,  Delaware,  Dutchess,  Essex,  Greene,  Kings,  New 
York,  Orange,  Otsego,  Putnam,  Queens,  Richmond,  Rock- 
land, Saratoga,  Schenectady,  Schoharie,  Suffolk,  Sullivan, 
Tioga,  Ulster,  Warren,  Washington  and  Westchester,  were 
directed  to  send  to  the  House  of  Refuge  in  the  city  of  New 
York. 

A  change  took  place  in  the  superintendency  of  this  Insti- 
tution upon  the  opening  of  the  Western  House — J.  W. 
Ketcha3i,  Esq,,  having  been  appointed  to  supply  the  place 
made  vacant  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Wood,  Mr.  Linsley 
still  continuing  to  act  as  assistant  Superintendent. 

The  female  department  is  still  under  the  care  of  Miss  A  nn 
Carter,  assisted  by  Mrs.  P.  A.  Daily,  teacher,  and  first  as- 
sistant matron,  and  Miss  Julia  O'Brien,  second  assistant 
matron. 

The  ladies  committee  continue  to  manifest  the  same  in- 
terest in  the  welfare,  and  to  bestow  the  same  careful  super- 
vision over  the  inmates  as  formerly.  This  department,  un- 
der these  favorable  auspices,  warmly  merits  the  approbation 
of  the  friepds  of  the  Institution. 

Mr.  P.  A.  Spencer's  report  of^  the  condition  of  the  Boys 
School,  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix,  also,  Mrs.  Daily's 
report  of  the  Girls  Department.  Mr.  Iremonger  continues 
assistant  teacher  in  the  Boy^  School. 
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The  Board  of  Managers  in  anticipation  of  the  visitation 
of  the  Cholera  the  past  season,  had  prepared  additional 
Hospital  Rooms,  to  which  allusion  was  made  inonr  last  An- 
nual Report. 

This  proved  to  be  a  wise  and  salutary  precaution,  as  will 
be  seen,  by  referring  to  the  Report  of  the  Physician  of  the 
Institution,  Dr.  G.  Carter,  which  will  be  found  in  the  Ap- 
pendix, and  the  Board  of  Managers  cannot  here  refrain  from 
expressing  their  acknowledgments  to  Dr.  Carter,  for  the 
prompt  and  efficient  means  he  employed,  on  the  first  appear- 
ance of  the  epidemic,  in  the  Institution,  in  the  month  of  July. 
His  constant  and  untiring  watchfulness  and  attention,  during 
the  continuation  of  the  sickness,  was,  we  believe  the  means, 
under  Providence,  of  so  small  a  number  of  fatal  cases,  in  a 
family  of  more  than  400  persons. 

Annexed  to  this  Report,  will  be  found  a  list  of  the  officers 
and  managers  of  the  Society,  from  its  commencement  to  the 
present  time.  It  will  be  seen  that  a  very  large  number  of 
the  most  active  and  zealous  managers,  who  were  engaged 
in  founding  the  Institution,  have  ceased  from  their  labors. 
A  few,  however,  of  the  early  friends  and  active  managers 
still  continue  with  us,  and  from  the  interest  they  continue  to 
manifest,  prove  the  object  to  be  one,  which  has  retained  a 
strong  hold  in  their  regard. 

In  conclusion,  the  Board  of  Managers  feel  warranted  in 
saying,  the  result  of  the  experiment  has  satisfactorily  shown 
that  the  plan  adopted,  was  the  one  best  calculated  to  reclaim 
and  save  the  helpless,  unfortunate  and  erring  Juvenile  De- 
linquent. 

STEPHEN  ALLEN,  President 
John  H.  Gourlie,  Secretary, 
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LIST  OF  OFFICFRS  AND  MANAGERS 


THE  SOCIETY  FOR  THE  REFORMATION  OF  JUVENILE  DELINQUENTS 
IN  THE  CITY  OF  NEW-YORK, 

FROM  1834  TO  1850. 


PRESIDENTS. 


Elected. 

1824  *  Cadwalbder  D.  Golden, 


Retired. 
1832 


Elected, 

1832     Stephen  Allen. 


Retired 


VICE-PRESIDENTS. 


1824    Stephen  Allen, 

♦  Peter  A.  Jay, 

*  John  T.  Irving', 
John  Griscom, 

♦  Henry  I.  Wyckoff, 

*  Cornelius  Du  Bois, 
1827     James  Lovett. 
1829  *  Peter  Sharpe, 

1832  Hugh  Maxwell, 

1833  William  W.  Fox. 


1824  *  Ralph  Olmstead, 
1828  *  Cornelius  Du  Bois, 


1924  *  Robert  F.  Mott, 

1826  *  Samuel  Cowdrey, 

1827  Isaac  S.  Hone, 

1828  Frederick  Sheldon, 


1824    Joseph  Curtis, 
182G  •  Nathaniel  C.  Hart, 
1838  David  Terry,  junr.. 


1832 
1827 
1829 
1833 
1839 
1834 

1842 
1848 


1634  *  Robert  C.  Cornel!, 
1S40  *  Samuel  Stevens, 
1843  *  Jacob  Drake, 

1845  Anthony  Lamb, 

1846  ♦  Cornelius  Du  Bois, 

1846       AUGUSTIN  AVERILL. 

1846  Robert  D.  VVeeks. 
1848  David  C.  CoLDEN- 
1850     RvFus  L.  Lord. 


TREASURERS. 


1823 
1846 


1846    Israel  Russell, 

1848  Joshua  S.  Underhill. 


SECRETARIES. 


1826 
1827 
1823 
1833 


1R33  *  Ralph  Ohnstead, 
18.55  •  John  R.  Tovvnsend, 
1843  John  H.  Gourlie- 


SUPERINTENDENTS. 

1826   I   1845  Samuel  S.  Wood, 
1838       18^9  John  VY.  Ketcham. 
1845 


1845 
1844 
1845 
1850 
1846 


1843 


1835 
1843 


1849 
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Elected. 


1S24 
18-36 
1823 

mo 

133'3 
1834 


Pliool^c  Curtis, 
(••  E.  Anilrowg, 
Catlianiie  (iDWcy, 
Rebecca  Oram 
Rebecca  G  .Idsmitl 
Susan  C'  'i'aylur. 


MATRONS. 

E'ected. 


Retired. 
1826 
1828 
1830 
1833 
1834 
1333 


1338 
1839 
1311 
1813 
1846 


M.  T.  Myrick, 
Suaan  C.  Tayit  r, 
M.  A.  Klmetidorf, 
Phoebe  Wood, 
Ann  Gaiiter. 


1824 
1825 


CHAIRMEN  OF  THE  ACTING  COMMITTEE  FROM  1324  TO  1350. 

1R?7    William  W.  F'ox, 

1841     AUGUSTIN  AVERILL. 


Stephen  Allen, 
*  ("oriielius  Du  Bois, 


1827  ♦R.  C.  Cornell, 


1825 
1327 
1823 


SECRETARIES  OF  ACTING  COMMITTEE. 


1824 
1825 
1827 
1827 
1828 


Joseph  Curtis, 
'  R.  C.  Cornell, 
Isaac  Collins, 
M.'V^an  Schaick, 
Nathaniel  Richards, 


1825 
1827 
18-27 
1828 
1829 


1829  *  F.  A.  Tracy, 
1831    R.  D.  Weeks, 
1842   JohnH.  Gourlie, 
1847   James  W.  Undebhill. 


Retired. 
1839 
1841 
1843 
1846 


1841 


1831 
1842 
1847 


MANAGERS  WllO    HAVE  ACTED  ON  THE  INDKNTURING  COMMITTEE, 
AND  THE  TERM  OF  YEARS  EACH  SERVED, 


.  James  Lovctt, 
Frederick  Sheldon, 
Wiliam  V.  Mott, 

'  Heman  Averill, 
Benjamin  L.  Swan, 

'  R.  C.  Curnell, 
Nathaniel  Richards, 
M-  V'an  Shaick, 
Benjamin  S.  Collins, 
Silas  J{iOwn, 
Jacob  Drake 


Years. 
3 
1 
6 
5 
1 
4 
2 
1 
8 
4 
5 


Robert  1.  Murray, 
Aug-ustin  Averill, 
John  R.  Willi  is, 
Robert  Kelly, 
James  Marsh, 

ISRAKL  KUSSELL, 

J.  S.  UnderhiU, 
Mahlon  Dav, 
Daniel  Seymour, 
Walter  Underbill, 


Year*. 
3 
2 
6 
2 
2 
7 
4 
5 
3 
1 


LIST  OF  MANAliERS    OF  THE    SOCIETY  FOR  THE   REFORMATION  OF 
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FROM  3     4  TO  1S50. 


Elected. 

1824  •  Cadwallader  D,  Golden, 
'*     Stephen  Allen,  President, 
"  *  Peter  A.  Jay, 
"   ♦  Jon  T.  Irving', 
"     John  Griscorn, 
"    •Henry  1.  Wjckoff, 
««  ♦  Cornt.lins  Du  Bois, 
'«  *  Ralph  Olmsted, 
"  ♦  Robert  F.  .Vlott, 
"     Arthur  Burtis, 
"     Isaac  Collins, 
«*  *  Samuel  Oowdrey, 
"  '  Gilbert  Coutant, 
'<     John  Duer, 
«<   •  Cornelius  R.  Duffie, 
"  •  Thomas  Kddy, 
«'     James  \\.  <  cerard, 

Jose.ili  GriiincU, 
«*   'John  E.  Hyde, 

•  An-el  W.  Ives,  M.  D. 
^     James  Lovett,  V.  P. 


Retired 
1832 

1827 
1829 
1833 
1839 
1846 
1835 
1826 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1826 
1826 
1826 
1829 
1829 
183U 
1831 
1331 


Elected. 
1824    Hufrh  Maxwell, 
"   '  Henry  Mead, 
"  *  John  Stearns,  M,  D. 
"     John  Targ-ee, 
"     Jona.  i\l.  Wainwright, 
182'.  ♦  Robert  C.  Cornell, 

1826  *  William  A.  Davies, 
"   ♦  Thomas  Gibbons, 
"     William  F.  Mott, 

"  *  Richard  Riker, 
««     Frederick  Sheldon, 
"  *  Peter  Sharpc, 
"     Arthur  Tappan, 
«'   *  Gabriel  Wisncr, 
"  *  Samuel  Wood, 

1827  Isaac  S.  Hone, 
"  *  Heman  Averill, 
"  Joseph  Curtis, 
"  William  Fox, 
"  *  James  Kent, 
"     Benjamin  L.  Swan, 


V.P. 


Retired. 
1848 
1826 
1835 
1826 
1827 
1845 
1827 
1827 
1839 
1827 
1834 
1842 
1827 
1827 
1831 
1830 
1834 
1829 

1828 
1830 
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Elected. 

1827    David  Stebbins, 

"     M.  Van  Schaick, 
1623  *John  Hunter, 
1529*  Jacob  Harvey, 

"     RufusL.Lord,  V  P. 

"   *  Dennis  McCarthy, 

"     Nathaniel  Richards, 
Najah  Taylor, 

"   *John  W.  Wyman, 

1830  Russell  H.  Nevins, 

"     Jamc3  J,  Roosevelt,  junr. 
"  *  Frederick  A.  Tracy, 
"     Robert  D.  Weeks,  V.P. 
"  *  William  L.  Stone, 

1831  •Jacob  Drake, 

"     William  Kent, 
'*     Peter  R.  Starr, 
Charles  Town, 
Silas  Brown, 
"  *  B.  L.  Woolley, 

1833  *  Samuel  Stevens, 

1834  Benjamin  S.  Collins, 
"     Kli  Goodwin, 

*  John  R.  Townsend, 
'J(.hn  R.Willis,  ' 
Augustin  Averilly  V.  P. 
Ira  B.  Undcrhill, 
Cornelius  W.  Lawrence, 
"     Anthony  Lamb,  V.  P. 
"     William  Mandeville, 
"  *  Oliver  M.  Lounds, 
1837    Robert  1.  Murray, 
"     Chandler  Starr, 

David  C.  Colden,  V-  P. 
Oliver  T.  Hewlett, 
Revo  C.  Hance, 
IVlahlon  Day, 
Robert  Kelly. 


1832 


1834 
1835 
'( 

1836 


1838 


1839 


It^tirf^d 

1829 

1839 

1834 

1840 

1835 

1841 

.'1 

1835 

1841 

1834 

1830 

ct 

1836 

1842 

1836 

1831 

.( 

1837 

1843 

1844 

1S44 

1845 

1634 

« 

1837 

1832 

1845 

1847 

1649 

1844 

1846 

1844 

1837 

(1 

1846 

(( 

1844 

1847 

(( 

1840 

C( 

1842 

(( 

1850 

u 

1843 

t( 

1839 

1348 

1841 

1849 

1840 

(1 

1839 

1650 

1839 

1840 

(1 

Shepherd  Knapp. 
Leonard  Corning-, 

•  Thomas  Eddy, 
Harvey  P.  Peet, 
Marinus  Willett, 
G.  P.  Disosway, 

*  Samuel  Downer,  junr., 
Israel  Russell, 
John  U.  Gourlie. 
Charles  M.  Lcupp, 
James  Marsh, 
William  Moore, 
John  T.  Adams, 
John  A.  Weeks. 
J.  S.  Under  hit  I. 
C.  Du  Bois,  junr., 

Mahlon  Day, 
James  N.  Cobb. 
•*  P.  A .  Schcrmerhorn, 
Walter  Undcrhill. 
James  Van  Nostrand, 
Elias  G.  Drake. 
George  J.  Cornell- 
John  W.  Edmonds. 
T.  T.  Luquere. 
R,  L  Schieflelin, 
James  W.  Under  hill. 
C.  E.  Pierson,  M.  D. 
Linus  W.  Stevens. 
Smith  W.  Anderson, 
Daniel  Seymour. 
James  IV.  Beekman. 
Richard  H  Ogden. 
J,  W.  C.  Leveridge. 
Benjamin  B.  Atterbury. 
Thomas  W.  Gale. 
Edgar  S.  Van  Winkle. 


Retiied  * 

1841 
1842 
1850 
1841 
1844 
1846 


1816 
1814 
1^<7 


1845 
1845 

1845 

1847 


1849 
1849 


1849 


Those  marked  thus  (*)  are  Deceased. 


PHYSICIAN'S  REPORT. 


TO  THE    HONORABLE    STEPHEN    ALLEN,    PRESIDENT    OF    THE    BOARD  OP 
MANAGERS  OF  THE  SOCIETY  FOR  THE  REFORMATION  OF 
JUVENILE  DELINQUENTS. 

Since  the  last  Annual  Report,  nine  of  the  children  of  this  Insti- 
tution,  have  passed  from  time  to  eternity.  Unusually  large  as 
this  number  seems  to  be,  yet,  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  sick- 
ness, with  which  they  were  visited  during  the  year,  it  is  compara- 
tively small. 

The  deaths  were  as  follows.  One  from  Typhus  Fever ;  two 
from  Consumption  ;  one  from  disease  of  the  heart ;  one  from  Diar^ 
rhoea  ;  one  from  Tabes  mesenterica,  and  three  from  Cholera.  Of 
these,  five  were  girls  and  four  boys. 

During  the  first  six  months  of  the  year,  the  health  of  the  in- 
mates of  the  Refuge  was  unusually  good  ;  a  few  only  of  the  dis* 
eases  incident  to  children  having  occurred  among  them,  and  those 
of  a  mild  character,  with  the  single  exception  of  a  very  malig- 
nant case  of  Typhus  Fever,  w^hich  terminated  fatally  on  the  28th 
of  June. 

It  was  not  until  July,  that  the  symptoms  of  the  then  prevailing 
epidemic,  began  to  show  themselves  within  the  walls  of  the  Insti- 
tution ;  although  the  disease  had  been  for  some  time  before,  ma- 
king sad  ravages  among  the  inhabitants,  in  all  the  neighborhood 
around.  Every  precaution  at  our  command,  was  used  to  try  to 
prevent  the  epidemic's  ingress  within  the  walls — and  for  a  time 
the  barriers  opposed  to  its  progress  seemed  to  sta}^  its  onward 
march.    But  within  about  three  weeks  after  its  appearance  in  the 
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vicinity  of  the  Refuge.  The  children  began  to  sicken,  and  one 
after  another,  in  rapid  succession,  was  brought  down  with  the 
disease,  so  that  in  a  few  days,  ninety-three  were  on  the  sick  list. 

From  this  time,  about  the  20th  of  July,  until  about  the  middle 
of  September,  all  the  Hospitals  were  filled  with  patients  ;  and  for 
a  considerable  part  of  the  time  with  two  in  a  bed,  besides  some 
fifteen  or  twenty  sick  in  the  cells.  So  universal  was  the  sickness 
that  out  of  some  four  hundred  children,  not  more  than  fifty  esca- 
ped, while  many  of  them,  who  were  attacked  with  the  disease, 
had  from  one  to  four  relapses. 

During  the  year,  more  than  four  hundred  patients  were  admit- 
ted into  the  Hospitals — this  number  of  course  included  all  the  ca- 
ses of  relapse,  and  the  different  times  each  individual  entered  the 
Hospital ;  besides  there  were  many  prescribed  for  with  bowel 
complaints,  who  were  not  included  in  the  Hospital  Reports.  More 
than  four  fifths  of  all  the  patients  were  attacked  with  bowel  com- 
plaints, varying  in  form,  from  a  simple  diarrhoea,  to  the  most  ag- 
gravated stage  of  Cholera  asphyxia. 

Of  the  three  hundred  and  twenty  bowel  complaints,  nearly  two 
hundred  presented  indubitable  symptoms  of  Cholera,  varying  from 
its  incipient  form  to  its  dying  stage. 

In  treating  the  epidemic,  we  had  the  advantage  of  prescribing 
for  the  disease,  in  most  cases  at  its  very  outset,  and  consequently 
the  great  success  which  attended  the  treatment ;  for  out  of  the 
whole  number  attacked  with  the  Cholera,  only  three  died.  And 
here  it  is  proper  to  state,  that  the  three  patients  who  died,  had 
each  been  laboring  under  the  disease  two  or  three  days,  before 
they  made  application  at  the  Hospital  for  medical  treatment — two 
of  the  three  were  in  the  dying  stage  when  I  first  saw  them,  and 
the  other,  in  very  short  time,  run  into  that  stage,  and  death  short- 
ly ended  their  sufferings. 

In  every  case,  where  medicines  were  administered  in  the  early 
stage  of  the  disease,  the  patients  recovered.  This  fact  clearly 
points  out  the  imperative  duty  of  all,  who,  in  Institutions  like  this, 
have  the  charge  of  children  during  the  period  of  epidemic  diseases, 
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namely  to  carefully  watch  for  the  first  symptoms  of  disease,  and 
when  found,  to  promptly  administer  relief. 

This  was  the  course  pursued  in  the  Refuge,  during  the  past 
summer ;  and  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  this  duty,  by  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Institution,  and  aided  by  Divine  Providence,  were  we 
enabled  to  preserve  the  lives  of  so  many  of  the  children. 

The  first  death  from  Cholera  occurred  on  the  2Gth  of  July — 
the  other  two  on  the  15th  and  19th  of  August. 

The  epidemic  began  to  decline  about  the  last  week  in  August, 
and  by  the  middle  of  September,  had  nearly  disappeared. 

To  show  the  influence  which  the  mind  had  on  the  body,  in  pro- 
ducing the  disease,  it  is  only  necessary  to  state  the  fact,  that  for 
the  first  two  days  after  each  death  from  Cholera,  the  number  of 
patients  in  the  Hospitals,  was  greatly  increased — so  a  change  in 
the  weather  from  dry  to  wet,  had  a  similar  influence  in  exciting 
the  disease,  for  after  each  rainy  day,  the  number  of  patients 
was  also  increased.  This  of  course  refers  to  those  patients  who 
were  more  or  less  exposed  to  the  weather. 

Some  twenty  cases  of  fever,  and  a  few  of  dysentery  succeeded 
the  Cholera,  some  of  which  were  severe  and  difficult  of  cure,  but 
fortunately  none  of  them  proved  fatal.  Simultaneously  with  the 
fevers  three  very  severe  cases  of  Purpura  occurred,  which  very 
reluctantly  yielded  to  treatment,  and  the  patients  got  well. 

About  twenty  cases  of  ophthalmia  also  occurred,  which  have 
all  been  cured. 

The  epidemic  was  not  wholly  confined  to  the  children,  but  in 
several  instances,  attacked  the  keepers  and  nurses.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Giles,  nurses  in  the  Boys'  Hospital,  who  were  devoted  to  the  wel- 
fare of  the  children,  and  who  gave  all  their  time  by  day  and  by 
night  to  their  wants,  both  sickened  with  Cholera,  and  when  par- 
tially recovered,  were  brought  down  with  fever  of  a  typhoid  type, 
from  which  after  many  weeks  of  suffering,  they  barely  recovered. 

During  the  whole  period  of  the  disease,  someone  of  the  Acting 
Committee  was  almost  daily  present,  aiding  and  assisting  to  the 
uttermost  of  their  power,  those  whose  more  immediate  duty  it  was 
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to  take  care  of  the  sick  and  dying.  All  necessary  aid  and  assist- 
ance for  the  Hospitals  was  freely  provided  ;  and  in  fact,  every- 
thing was  done  which  was  likely  to  afford  comfort,  or  be  of  service 
to  the  children. 

The  nurses  in  the  Hospitals,  all  faithfully  performed  their 
duties.  And  here  I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  self-sac- 
rificing labors  of  your  worthy  matron,  Miss  Carter,  and  her  assist- 
ants. They  were  in  truth,  mothers  to  the  motherless  and  unfor- 
tunate ;  they  watched  during  the  silent  hours  of  midnight  by  the 
bed-side  of  the  sick  and  dying,  counselling  and  entreating  them 
to  forsake  their  sins  and  to  turn  unto  Jesus  Christ  and  be  saved— 
while  at  the  same  time,  they  were  ministering  to  their  bodily  suf- 
ferings. 

During  the  past  two  months,  the  children  have  enjoyed  their 
usual  good  health,  and  I  have  great  pleasure  in  informing  you 
that  there  is  not,  at  this  time,  a  single  one  of  them  confined  in  the 
Hospital  with  sickness,  and  but  few  under  treatment. 

I  should  do  violence  to  my  own  feelings,  as  Well  as  injustice  to 
a  worthy  young  brother  of  the  profession.  Dr.  Wixn,  if  I  were  to 
close  this  Report,  without  acknowledging  his  valuable  services, 
during  the  short  time  he  was  my  assistant  at  the  Refuge.  His 
services,  at  the  time,  were  most  valuable  to  the  Institution,  for 
which  he  has  my  thanks,  and  best  wishes  for  his  professional  pros- 
perity. 

GALEN  CARTER,  M.  D. 
316  Ath  street,  January  1st.,  1850. 


TEACHER'S  REPORT  OF  BOYS'  SCHOOL, 


Since  the  date  of  our  last  Annual  Report,  239  Boys  have  been 


received  into  the  School. 

Of  v^hom  did  not  know  the  Alphabet,  .       .       .      .  41 

"      Could  spell  easy  words,  99 

"  Could  read  easy  lessons,  ....  74 
"  Could  read  in  books  generally,  .  .  .24 
"      Could  read  well,  1 

Were  unacquainted  with  Arithmetic,        .       .       .  205 

Commenced  with  Subtraction,  5 

Multiplication,        .       .       .       .  10 

"  Division,  10 

"  ,  Compound  Rules,  ....  5 
**  Reduction,  4 

There  are  now  268  boys  in  the  House. 

Of  these  spell  easy  words,  27 

"     read  easy  lessons,  63 

"  read  in  books  generally,  .  .  .  .122 
"     read  well,  56 

Are  in  Addition,   69 

"     Subtraction,      .       .       .       .       .       .  .  64 

Multiplication,        ......  33 

"     Division,      .       .       .       .       .       .       .  .50 

"     Compound  Rules,   19 

"     Reduction,  7 

"     Rule  of  Three,   14 
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Are  in  Practice, 
**  Interest, 
**    Loss  and  Gain,  . 

Fellowship,  . 
"     Vulgar  Fractions, 


PR  OM  0  T 

IONS, 

In  Readings  495. 

In  Arithmetic,  558. 

To  2nd  Class, 

41 

T^/^  Sn  r»f  PCI /»f  ir»n 
±U  OU.ULI  tlCLlUIl,    »  . 

150 

3rd 

a 

.  37 

"  Multiplication,  . 

105 

"  4th 

(( 

64 

"  Division, 

103 

^'  5th 

it 

.  68 

"  Compound  Rules, 

61 

6th 

u 

63 

"  Reduction, 

55 

«  7th 

u 

,  90 

"  Rule  of  Three,  . 

36 

"  8th 

« 

82 

"  Practice, 

13 

"  9th 

.  60 

"  Interest, 

9 

"  Loss  and  Gain, 

8 

495 

Fellowship, 

7 

"  Vulgar  Fractions,  . 

6 

"  Mensuration, 

3 

Through  the  Arithmetic, 

2 

558 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  boys  discharged  from 
each  class. 


From  the  1st  Class,   0 

3nd     "  8 

3rd      "  0 

"      4th     "  .8 

"      5th   24 

"      6th     "  •  .20 

7th   56 

8th   62 

9th  .       •  85 


26S 
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Nearly  every  child  has  been  taught  to  read  and  write,  to  spell 
and  define  ;  and  the  great  majority  of  them,  enough  of  Arithmetic 
and  Geography,  for  the  ordinary  concerns  of  life. 

From  some  cause,  to  us  unknown,  the  great  mass  of  children 
committed  the  past  year,  have  been  unusually  ignorant.  Wliilst 
the  means  of  education  are  increasing,  and  schools  arc  multiplying 
in  every  direction,  we  ought  to  look  for  different  results. 

Our  numbers  are  chiefly  made  up  of  two  classes, — truants  from 
other  schools,  and  newly  arrived  foreigners. 

The  former  have  frequently  attended  seven  or  eight  different 
schools,  each  a  few  days  or  weeks,  and  then  played  the  truant" 
twice  as  long  and  sought  another  school. 

The  latter  having  just  arrived  upon  our  shores,  and  finding  no 
friendly  hand  to  lead  them  to  our  schools,  or  procure  for  them 
employment,  mingle  in  the  streets  with  the  most  depraved  part  of 
our  juvenile  population. 

I  feel  thankful  to  my  kind  Heavenly  Father,  that  a  House  of 
Refuge  was  ever  founded  in  this  city  ;  and  that  kindred  insti- 
tutions are  springing  up  in  many  parts  of  our  vast  Republic,  w^here 
these  destitute,  neglected,  and  wayward  children,  may  be  fed,  and 
clothed,  and  instructed. 

Of  its  practical  working  we  have  occular  demonstration.  We 
have  become  familiar  with  the  expression  from  virtuous  and  re- 
spectable individuals  who  were  once  its  inmates,  "  Had  it  not 
been  for  the  Refuge,  I  should  have  been  ruined." 

In  presenting  another  report,  I  am  happy  to  say,  that  time  has 
not  abated  any  of  my  ardent  desires  for  the  welfare  of  the  chil- 
dren committed  to  the  House  of  Refuge. 

Every  year  brings  us  fresh  assurances,  that  the  instructions 
given  here,  are  appreciated  in  after  life,  and  attended  with  an  in- 
calculable amount  of  good. 

The  Institution  of  the  House  of  Refuge,  in  its  educational  de- 
partment, is,  in  every  sense  of  the  word  "  a  Manual  Labor  School," 
where  are  called  into  vigorous  exercise  the  physical,  intellectual 
and  moral  faculties.    No  one  of  these  is  cultivated  at  the  expense 
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of  the  other  two,  nor  any  two  of  them  at  the  expense  of  the  re- 
maining one  ;  but  all  harmoniously  together. 

It  is  easy  to  see  that  we  might  make  strong  and  robust  consti- 
tutions, without  in  any  way  reforming  the  children,  and  saving 
them  to  their  friends  and  society.  And  it  is  equally  obvious  that 
if  all  were  done  that  could  be  done  to  cultivate  the  physical  and 
intellectual  powers  together,  it  would  only  make  them  skillful, 
cunning,  and  wise  to  plan,  and  strong  to  execute  their  plans  of 
villainy.  Hence  it  becomes  our  duty,  laboring  as  we  are  for  so- 
ciety, to  teach  the  children  the  great  principles  of  right  and 
wrong  in  human  actions.  And  it  is  no  small  source  of  consola- 
tion to  us  amid  our  toils,  to  know  that  we  have  the  sympathy  and 
support  of  the  wise  and  the  good. 

All  my  plans  to  benefit  the  children,  have  been  ably  carried  out 
by  my  associate  teachers,  Messrs.  F.  W.  Iremonger,  and  D.  Brown. 

The  Board  of  Managers  in  general,  and  that  part  of  them  com- 
posing the  School  Committee  in  particular,  have  been  very  atten- 
tive to  the  interests  of  the  school.  The  recent  improvement  made 
in  our  school  room,  by  enlarging  the  windows,  by  which  we  can 
have  more  light  and  better  ventilation,  calls  for  sentiments  of 
gratitude  from  teachers  and  scholars. 

Our  Sunday  School,  as  usual,  has  been  very  interesting — its 
visitors  have  been  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

Joseph  McKeen,  Esq.,  County  Superintendent  of  Common 
Schools,  has  visited  us  several  times,  and  officially  examined  the 
children. 

P.  A.  SPENCER,  Teacher. 

New  York,  Jan.  1,  1850. 


TEACHER'S  REPORT  OF  GIRLS'  SCHOOL. 


Daring  the  past  year  64  Girls  have  been  received. 
Of  these  did  not  know  the  Alphabet,  ....  20 

"     Could  spell  words  of  four  letters,      .       .  .18 
"      Could  read  easy  lessons,        ....  12 

"     Could  read  books  generally,  .  ...  10 

"     Could  read  well,    ......  4 

  64 


Were  unacquainted  with  Arithmetic,        ...  56 

Commenced  with  Subtraction,  4 

"  Multiplication  4 

  64 


The  number  of  Girls  at  present  in  the  Female  Department, 
is  70. 

Of  these  do  not  know  the  Alphabet,       ....  3 
spell  and  read  words  of  four  letters,     .       .  9 

"      read  in  easy  lessons,  16 

read  in  books  generally,       ....  26 

"      read  well,  16 

  70 


Are  in  Addition,  28 

"     Subtraction,  14 

**     Multiplication,  11 

**     Division,  10 

"     Compound  Rules,  7 

  70 


APPNNDIX.  29 

Fifty-three  pupils  have  been  discharged. 

From  4th  Class,   3 

"    5th     "   6 

6th     "   6 

"    7th       .       •   4 

"    8th     "   14 

*'    9th     "   20 

 53 


PROMOTIONS. 


In  Reading. 


To  3rd  Class, 

17 

"  4th 

.  20 

«  5th 

« 

18 

6th 

.  25 

"  7th 

a 

• 

23 

"  8th 

« 

.  30 

«  9th 

it 

20 

153 

In  Arithmetic. 
To  Subtraction. 
"  Multiplication, 
"  Division,  . 
"  Compound  Rules, 
*'  Reduction, 


29 
36 
32 
9 
7 

113 


Forty-five  v^^rite  on  paper,  and  all  receive  instruction  in  Out- 
line Geography.  The  girls  have  committed  to  memory  the  past 
year,  14,580  verses  of  Scripture,  and  have  repeated  832  Hymns. 


January  1,  1850. 


P.  A.  DAILY,  Teacher, 
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STATISTICS  FOR  1  84  9. 


■0- 


The  whole  number  of  Children  received  into  the  House  of  Re- 
fuge since  its  establishment  in  1825,  is  4,663. 

The  number  of  Children  in  the  Institution,  on  the  1st  January, 
1849,  was  as  follows,  viz  : 

White  Boys,  271 

White  Girls,  51 

Colored  Boys,         ....         21  . 
Colored  Girls,     -       -       -       .       .  12 

  355 

Received  during  the  year  1 849  : 
White  Boys.  - 
White  Girls, 
Colored  Boys,  - 
Colored  Girls, 


223 
58 
16 

6 

  303 

  658 


Of  these,  we  have  disposed  of  320,  viz  : 

White  Boys,   239 

White  Girls,   47 

Colored  Boys,   24 

Colored  Girls,   10 


Leaving  on  the  1st  of  January,  1850  : 

White  Boys,  255 

White  Girls,  ....  -  62 
Colored  Boys,  -       -       -       -       -  13 

Colored  Girls,  8 

  338 

  658 
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TABLE   SHOWING  THE  SOURCES  FROM   WHENCE  WE   RECEIVED  303 
CHILDREN    DURING  THE   YEAR  1849. 


F 


rora 

(( 

<( 


the  New  York  Police,  . . 

"  **  Sessions,, 

Gov.  of  Alms  House,  

Albany  Sessions,  

Erie  County,  , 

Monroe,  '*   

Rensselaer  **    

Kings,  "  

Sl.Lawr'ce  "  

Orange,  "   

Suffolk,   

Ulster,  "   

Tioga,   

Essex,  "   

Washingt'n'*  , 

Onondaga,   , 

Saratoga,   

Oswego,  '*   

Herkimer,  ''  

Clinton,  "   

Wayne,   

Sing  Sing  Prison,  

Cayuga,  County,  


Returned  after  having  been   given  up  to 
friends  or  indentured,  


Wi.it. 

vv  iiiie 

Col  M 

Col 'd 

Boys. 

Girla. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

73 

34 

7 

2 

116 

61 

5 

5 

1 

72 

8 

1 

0 

1 

10 

19 

3 

0 

0 

22 

2 

0 

1 

0 

3 

3 

1 

0 

0 

4 

9 

0 

0 

0 

9 

9 

1 

0 

0 

10 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

3 

0 

0 

0 

o 
o 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

I 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

I 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

199 

48 

14 

5 

266 

24 

Jl 

2 

0 

37 

223 

59 

16 

5 

303 

Parentage  of  2i7  White  Children  received  during  the  year  1849. 


American,   69 

English,   14 

Irish,  134 

German,   16 

French,    5 

Scotch,  .-   6 

S[)anish,   2 

Welch,   1 

Americans  69  ;  Foreigners  178.  247 
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TABLB  SHOWING  THE  DISPOSITION  MADE  OP  CHILDREN  DURING 

THE   YEAR  1849. 


White 
Boys. 

White 
Girls. 

Col 'd 
Boys. 

Col'd 

IjrirlS. 

1  oiai. 

88 

0 

19 

0 

107 

0 

38 

0 

6 

44 

22 

0 

3 

0 

25 

26 

0 

0 

0 

26 

4 

0 

0 

0 

4 

3 

0 

0 

0 

3 

4 

0 

0 

0 

4 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

6 

0 

0 

0 

6 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

4 

0 

0 

0 

4 

3 

0 

0 

0 

3 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

4 

0 

0 

0 

4 

5 

0 

0 

0 

5 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

X 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

I 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

44 

5 

2 

3 

54 

6 

0 

0 

0 

6 

4 

4 

0 

1 

9 

239 

47 

24 

10 

320 

Indentured  to  Farmers, 

"  Housewifery, 


Discharged, 
Escaped,  . 
Deceased,  . 


Whaling  service,. 

Shoe  Making,^  . . , 

Blacksmith,  

Printing,  

Carriage  Making,  

Cabinet  "   

Clerkship,   

Ship  Carpenter,  , 

House       "   , 

Mason,  .  ^«  

Baker  ^  , 

Woolen  Manufacturer, 

Painter,  .  _™ . .  . .  . . . 

Chair  Making,  , 

Cooper,  , 

Machinest,  , 

Hatter,   

Hair  Dresser,  

Patern  Maker,  

Miner,   

Engineering,  .   

Tailor,  .   , 

Tallow  Chandler,  . . . . . 


•fig-e*  o/266  Children  received  during  the  year  1849. 


4  were   8  years  old, 

6  were   9  "  " 

16  "    10  " 

11  "    11  "  " 

33  "    12  "  " 

35  "    13  "  " 

53  "    14  "  " 


158  brought  forward. 
52  were  15  years  old. 
29  16     "  '* 

16  "  17  "  " 
8  "  18  "  " 
2  "  19  "  " 
1     "    20  " 


158  can*ied  forward.  266 
Average  age,  13  years,  9  months  and  27  days. 
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EMPLOYMENT  OF    THE  CHILDREN. 


During  the  year,  the  boys  have  been  employed  in  working  from  the 
rough  plank  chair  seat  frames,  and  filling  them  with  cane  prepared  by 
the  children,  and  in  manufacturing  daguereotype  cases,  spectacle  cases 
razor  strops,  pocket-books,  and  other  articles. 

The  boys  make  and  mend  all  the  shoes  ;  and  the  washing,  making 
and  mending  for  the  whole  family,  is  done  by  the  children. 

 0  

MATRON'S  REPORT  OF  WORK  DONE  IN  THE  FEMALE 
HOUSE,  DURING  THE  YEAR  1849. 


Frocks, 

made,  . 

.  146 

Shirts, 

(( 

.    .  707 

Aprons, 

(< 

.  137 

Skirts, 

(1 

.    .  98 

Chemises, 

cc 

.  77 

Sheets, 

(( 

,    .  323 

Comfortables, 

(( 

.  20 

Quilts, 

(( 

.    .  2 

Pillow  Cases, 

C( 

.  113 

Suspenders, 

(( 

.    .  344 

Bed  Ticks, 

<{ 

28 

Rollers, 

(< 

.    .  18 

Towels, 

(( 

24 

Spreads,  made,    .    .  8 

Handkerchiefs  hemmed,  .  24 
Iron  Holders,  made  .  .  34 
Loose  Gowns,  "  .  .  8 
Comfortable  Covers  made, .  182 
Mattresses  Covered,  .  .  12 
Curtains  made,  sets,  ...  4 
Stockings  rnn,  pairs,     .    .  843 

Shoes  Bound,  166 

Garments  Repaired,  .  22,497 
Stockings,  .    .  7,384 

Pieces  Washed,  .    .    .  107,549 
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A  TABLE 


SHOWING    THE    WEEKLY  REPORT  OF  THE   NUMRER  OF  CHILDREN  IN  TH£ 
HOUSE,  WITH   THE  AVERAGE  NUMBER,  FOR  THE  YEAR  1849. 


Date  1849. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Date  1849. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Jan'v. 

3  

oo 

oo  «7 

July 

12..-. 

977 

OD 

Oo  / 

a 

10  

00  ^ 

/^y  o 

Do 

OOO 

(( 

19  

97Q 

OU 

ooy 

(( 

17.--. 

Do 

oD  1 

<< 

26  

01 

(a 

24.--- 

D4t 

O  /  -6 

August  1  

Zoo 

DO 

«JOl 

(( 

31  

fiA 
04 

Oil 

8  

9QQ 

O  / 

ODD 

Feb. 

7  

OLD 

D  1 

o  /  O 

(( 

15.... 

oil 

R8 

o  /  y 

i( 

14.... 

o  1  u 

D  i 

'-47  1 
o  /  ± 

u 

22.... 

O  LO 

oy 

ooz 

21  

ouy 

D^ 

OIL 

(( 

29.... 

o  i  D 

I  u 

OOO 

(( 

28  

Q 1  n 

K>4> 

O  I  tC 

Sept. 

5  

oUo 

/  Z 

OoU 

March 

7  

308 

64 

372 

(( 

12  

305 

76 

381 

u 

14.-.. 

304 

64 

368 

<( 

19  

302 

77 

379 

(( 

21  

300 

63 

363 

C( 

26  

297 

78 

375 

(1 

28--.. 

294 

63 

357 

Oct. 

3  

284 

78. 

362 

April 

4  

292 

57 

349 

(( 

10.... 

282 

73 

355 

11 

11-.-. 

281 

57 

338 

(( 

17  

271 

72 

343 

u 

18.... 

282 

56 

338 

u 

24  

266 

73 

339 

u 

25  

280 

52 

332 

31.... 

273 

70 

343 

May 

2 

286 

50 

336 

Nov. 

7  

270 

72 

342 

(( 

0  

282 

49 

331 

(( 

14  

266 

73 

339 

(( 

16.-.. 

282 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  DAILY  JOURNAL  OF  THE 
SUPERINTENDENT. 

January  \st^  1849. 

The  first  day  of  the  year,  which  always  brings  with  it  hilarity  and 
cheerfulness,  has  again  returned,  finding  us  with  a  family  of  292  boys 
and  63  girls,  all  enjoying  excellent  health.  The  weather  being  fair, 
and  the  ground  covered  with  snow,  the  children  improved  the  day  most 
heartily  with  their  sleighs,  producing  much  mirth  and  happiness.  The 
abundant  supply  of  refreshments  provided  by  the  Managers,  added  much 
to  the  comfort  and  enjoyment  of  the  children.  The  day  passed  away 
without  accident  ;  and  all  were  pleased  with  the  commencement  of  the 
New- Year.  Mr.  Mahlon  Day  made  an  hour  s  visit  with  us  in  the  after- 
noon. 

January  3d. 

The  Finance  Committee  spent  a  portion  of  the  day  on  the  premises, 
examining  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  Superiiitendetfor  the  past  year. 

January  5th. 

J.  S.  and  H.  P.  were  this  day  received  from  the  Recorder's  Court  of 
the  City  of  Buffalo,  Erie  Co. 

The  Ladies'  Committee,  Mrs.  Day  and  Mrs.  Skidmore,  visited  the 
Female  House  this  day. 

January  8th. 

This  was  Quarterly  Visiting  Day  for  the  friends  and  relatives  of  the 
children,  and  a  large  number  were  present  on  the  occasion. 

January  9  th. 

W.  B.,  who  left  the  Institution  twelve  years  ago,  called  to  see  us  this 
day.  He  is  now  engaged  with  a  firm  in  New-York,  and  represents 
himself  as  doing  a  prosperous  business.  His  appearance  was  gentle- 
manly and  business-like.    He  is  married  and  has  an  interesting  family. 

A.  M.  (col'd.)  also  visited  us  ;  he  left  the  House  ten  years  ago,  and 
faithfully  served  out  his  term  of  apprenticeship  :  he  is  a  fine  specimen  of 
the  col'd.  family.  Since  the  expiration  of  his  indentures,  he  has  been 
living  with  a  gentleman  in  N.  J. 

He  appears  well  disposed  and  intelligent,  and  is  making  a  visit  to  his 
mother  in  New-York.  He  will  return  to  his  employment  again  in  a  few 
<lays. 

He  expresses  many  thanks  for  the  benefit  he  believes  to  have  received 
during  his  stay  in  the  Refuge. 
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January  2 Is/. 

Mr.  Barnum  held  meeting  with  us  this  morning,  and  Dr.  Barrett 
preached  in  the  afternoon. 

Of  the  Managers,  Mr.  John  H.  GourUe  attended  the  morning  service, 
and  John  A.  Weeks  the  afternoon. 

January  23d. 

J.  McC  ,  who  was  permitted  to  ship  in  the  U.  S.  service  17  years  ago> 
called  on  us  this  day.  During  several  years  past  he  has  been  employed 
in  the  merchant  service  as  mate  of  a  vessel.  He  has  a  wife  and  four 
children,  whom,  by  prudence  and  economy,  he  has  not  only  supported 
comfortably,  but  has  accumulated  some  property.  He  is  now  thirty- 
four  years  of  age,  and  will  emigrate  to  California  with  his  family  in  a 
few  days. 

January  31  st. 

J,  T.,  who  left  us  eight  years  ago,  visited  us  this  day.  He  escaped 
once  from  the  House,  and  was  returned  asrain  in  a  few  weeks  rather  a 
hopeless  case. 

He  was  subsequently  bound  to  a  trade  in  the  country,  where  he  served 
out  his  time  with  much  credit.  He  now  follows  his  trade  in  New-York, 
and  is  doing  well:  a  fine-looking,  intelligent  man. 

February  olh. 

The  Indenturing  Committee — Messrs.  Mahlon  Day,  Israel  Russell, 
and  Daniel  Seymour — made  their  official  visit  this  day. 

February  \6ih. 

The  Visiting  Committee — Messrs.  D.  C.  Colden,  and  R.  H.  Ogden — 
made  their  official  visit  this  day. 

MarcJi  17  ih. 

H.  R.  S.,  who  was  permitted  to  ship  on  a  whaling  voyage,  three  years 
since,  called  on  us  this  day.  Daring  the  voyage  he  so  conducted  him- 
self as  to  obtain  special  favors  from  the  captain,  who  gave  him  instruc- 
tion in  navigation,  of  which  he  received  a  very  thorough  knowledge. 
Since  his  return  he  has  been  a  voyage  to  Canton,  and  expects  to  go 
again  as  third  mate.  He  seems  to  possess  a  manly  bearing,  and  am- 
bition, which  cannot  fail  to  secure  him  success. 

JprilSd, 

A.  McD.,  who  was  indentured  two  years  ago,  visited  us  this  day, 
having  served  her  time  out  faithfully,  and  brings  an  "excellent  letter  of 
commendation  from  her  employer.    She  comes  well  clad,  and  is  quite 
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an  interesting  girl.  She  has  engaged  to  return  in  a  few  Jayg,  and  re* 
main  with  the  family  on  wages  at  four  dollars  per  month.  Poor  child  ! 
she  has  literally  been  snatched  from  ruin.  Her  father  is  a  miserable 
inebiiate ;  her  mother  is  in  the  Penitentiary  ;  a  sister  in  the  Poor- 
house  IT. aimed,  and  another  sister  a  wretched  outcast.  This  family 
presents  a  sad  picture  ;  and  most  sadly  does  this  poor  girl  weep  over  it. 
She  feels  that  a  providential  hand  directed  her  to  the  Refuge. 

William  L.,  who  was  indentured  Uvo  years  and  a-half  since  to  a  trade, 
called  on  us  this  day.  He  left  his  place  shortly  after  he  was  bound,  and 
was  absent  nine  months  strolling  from  place  to  place,  doing  nothing. 
He,  however,  came  to  the  conclusion  to  return  to  his  master,  and  has 
since  conducted  himself  very  satisfactorily.  He  is  a  young  man  of 
modest  and  respectable  appearance,  and  brought  with  him  a  set  of  har- 
ness of  his  own  manufacture,  which  evinced  considerable  mechanical 
skill. 

^pril  '22d. 

J.  P.,  who  was  indentured  three  years  ago,  made  us  a  visit  this  day, 
He  is  a  fine-looking  youth  ;  he  is  well  pleased  with  his  situation,  and 
appears  to  be  well  cared  for. 

.^pril  27th. 

We,  this  day,  received  four  children  into  the  House,  and  indentured 
six  to  places  in  the  countiy. 

May  \7th. 

T.  S.,  one  of  the  first  inmates  of  the  House,  called  on  us  this  day. 
He  has  a  family  living  in  T  ,  N.  J.,  and  appears  to  be  a  very  res- 
pectable man,  and  is  now  employed  as  an  agent  on  one  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania canals,  having  a  large  public  charge.  He  expressed  a  great  deal 
of  thankfulness  for  the  instruction  he  received,  and  the  care  bestowed 
on  him  during  his  stay  in  the  Institution. 

May  23d. 

J.  S.,  who  was  permitted  to  ship  on  a  whaling  voyage  from  N.  B.,  in 
1846,  visited  us  this  morning.  The  vessel  has  just  returned,  after 
making  a  very  prosperous  voyage ;  he  will  have  a  very  handsome  sum 
for  his  share.  He  intends  going  another  voyage  after  he  pays  a  visit  to 
his  friends.  While  in  the  Refuge,  his  behaviour  was  such  as  to  con- 
ciliate the  esteem  and  friendship  of  all  the  officers  in  an  especial  regard. 

June  5th, 

We,  this  day,  received  five  boys  into  the  House  from  various  sources. 
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June  29 Ih. 

J.  L.  called  to  make  us  a  visit  this  day.  He  was  indentured  from  the 
House  four  years  ago,  and  has  faithfully  served  out  his  time,  and  is  now 
working  with  his  master  on  good  wa^es.  He  has  every  appearance  of 
a  fine  young  man. 

Mr.  E.  G.  Drake,  of  the  Visiting  Committee,  made  his  official  visit  to 
the  House  this  day. 

Juli/  4tJu 

As  usual,  on  the  return  of  this  day,  our  shops  were  closed,  the  schools 
suspended,  and  the  day  celebrated  most  heartily  by  the  children,  in 
scupping,  firing  crackers  which  had  been  freely  distributed,  ball  and 
marble  playing,  and  such  other  sports  as  the  inventiveness  of  mirthful 
boys  could  suggest.  Our  fine  brass  piece  was  fired  at  intervals  during 
the  day,  under  the  care  of  one  of  the  officers  of  the  Mouse,  which  evi- 
dently gave  at  these  periods,  a  louder  tone  to  the  sports  of  the  day. 
The  appropriations  from  the  Committee  for  refreshments,  was  of  a 
limited  character  on  account  of  the  prevailing  epidemic  (cholera),  now 
afflictinof  our  citizens.  In  the  evening  there  was  a  gloom  apparent  at 
the  female  department  on  account  of  the  death  of  one  of  the  girls  in  the 
afternoon,  who  had  been  ill  for  some  time  of  a  disease  of  the  heart.  She 
had  suffered  much  from  her  complaint  during  her  illness,  which  she  bore 
with  becoming  fortitude,  and  died  very  happy.  Her  friends,  who  are 
very  respectable,  were  with  her  until  her  death,  and  will  take  her  remains 
to-morrow,  to  Greenwood  Cemetery,  for  interment. 

July  26ih. 

B,  H.  died  this  morning  of  epidemic  cholera  ;  his  mother  was  with 
him  till  he  died,  which  was  in  about  ten  hours  after  the  commencement 
of  the  attack.  She  will  bury  him  to-morrow.  This  is  the  first  appear- 
ance of  the  disease  among  us,  although  it  has  been  raging  all  around  the 
Institution  for  some  weeks  past.  Diarrhoeas  are,  .however,  becoming 
very  prevalent  among  our  children.  We  hope  by  strict  attention  to 
their  dietary,  cleanliness,  &c.,  and  the  favors  of  an  all-directing  Provi- 
dence, to  receive  a  light  visitation  of  this  awful  scourge. 

July  31st. 

AVithin  the  last  few  days  the  casgs  of  cholerine  or  diarrha3a  have  in- 
creased so  rapidly  that  we  have  been  obliged  to  put  all  the  beds  and 
cots  we  can  muster  in  requisition.  The  number  in  all  the  hospitals 
amount  to  fifty  ;  the  physician  has,  with  his  usual  promptness,  adminis- 
tered to  them,  and  does  not  deem  any  in  very  eminent  danger, 

Auornst  \sl. 

This  morning  fifteen  new  cases  of  diarrha?aw^ere  reported.  Medicine  was 
administered  in  each  case  ;  none  of  them  went  from  their  shops.  Those 
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in  the  hospitals  are  all  doing  well,  and  we  hope  our  physician  will  he  able 
to  discharge  a  number  of  them  during  the  day.  Four  o'clock,  P.  M. — 
all  doing  well.    Only  one  discharge  :  we  expected  more. 

August  3d. 

This  day  being  set  apart  by  the  authorities  of  the  United  States,  as  a 
national  fast  day,  on  account  of  the  prevailing  epidemic  (Cholera,) 
throughout  the  Union,  the  work-shops  were  all  closed,  and  the  day  de- 
voted to  religious  exercises  in  the  school-rooms  and  chapel  ;  the  sick- 
ness of  many  of  the  inmates  of  the  House,  and  the  great  number  of  re- 
ported cases  in  the  city,  added  much  to  the  solemnity  of  the  occasion. 

D.  C.  Golden,  one  of  the  Managers,  spent  an  hour  with  us  during  the 
afternoon. 

Jiu2:u8l  24//i. 

All  the  patients  in  the  hospitals  are  doing  well  this  morning  j  fourteen 
were  discharged,  and  judging  from  appearances,  we  hope  to  add  to  that 
number  to-morrow. 

September  ith. 

S.  D.,  who  was  indentured  two  years  since,  called  to  see  us  to-day. 
She  has  faithfully  served  out  her  time,  and  has  been  employed  with  the 
same  family,  on  good  wages,  since  its  expiration.  She  is  now  about  to 
return  to  her  friends,  a  well-behaved,  tidy-looking  young  woman,  and 
will,  we  trust,  continue  in  well  doing,  and  prove  a  comfort  to  her  rela- 
tives. 

September  22d. 

The  health  of  the  house  is  so  far  regained  as  not  to  require  the  as- 
sistance of  a  resident  physician,  and  under  the  advice  of  our  regular  doc- 
tor, the  engagement  we  had  previously  made  with  Dr.  W.  was  termi- 
nated. And  we  have  abundant  reason  for  thankfulness,  that  out  of  nearly 
four  hundred  inrnates,  thus  far,  only  three  have  deceased  of  the  prevail- 
ing epidemic,  which  has  been  raging  so  malignantly  around  us  during 
the  summer. 

October  5th. 

J.  M.,  who  left  the  House  about  four  years  ago,  called  to  see  us  to- 
day. He  is  still  working  at  his  trade  with  his  master,  and  doing  well. 
Before  coming  to  the  Refuge  he  was  a  very  unruly  boy,  and  defied  all 
the  discipline  of  his  parents,  who  are  very  respectable.  He  was  in 
the  House  eighteen  months,  and  says  that  he  believes,  that  during  his 
stay,  he  was  cured  of  a  wild  and  roving  disposition.  His  appearance 
and  manners  justify  us  in  hoping  that  the  means  used  in  his  behalf  have 
been  productive  of  much  good  to  him,  and  he  bids  fair  to  make  a  useful 
man. 
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October  17th. 

H.  A.,  (col'd.)  called  to  visit  us  tliis  afternoon.  She  was  bound  out 
three  years  since.  She  has  served  out  her  time  faithfully,  and  brings  a 
very  creditable  certificate  of  good  conduct  from  her  master;  he  recom- 
mends her  as  being  industrious,  and  in  all  respects  honest. 

October  2Qth. 

We,  this  day,  received  six  boys  from  the  New- York  General  and 
Special  Sessions. 

JVovember  2d. 

M.  B.  visited  us  this  day.  She  was  bound  out  four  years  ago.  She 
served  out  her  time  very  creditably,  giving  entire  satisfaction  to  her  em- 
ployer. She  has  acquired  a  good  trade  and  is  now  working  at  it  in  the 
place  where  she  was  indentured.  By  her  good  conduct  she  has  gained 
the  esteem  and  friendship  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  village,  who  give 
her  more  wori^  than  she  can  perform.  She  is  very  intelligent,  and  bears 
an  excellent  character. 

JVovember  5th. 

C.  H.  and  M.  McK.  called  to  see  us  this  day  They  have  both  served 
out  their  apprenticeship,  giving  entire  satisftiction  ;  and  have  been  em- 
ployed by  their  former  masters  on  wages.  Both  of  them  are  very  inter- 
esting cases,  and  have  bright  prospects  before  them. 

V 

JVovember  7th. 

E.  F.,  who  was  indentured  out  two  years  since,  visited  us  this  morning. 
She  has  faithfully  and  satisfactorily  served  out  her  time,  and  is  now  en- 
gaged with  a  family  in  the  neighborhood,  from  whom  she  brings  an  ex- 
cellent certificate  ;  she  has  a  sister  sent  to  the  same  vicinity  about  a  year 
ago,  who  is  also  doing  well  ;  and  another  now  with  us  for  whom  she 
feels  much  solicitude.  She  feels  very  thankful  for  the  many  lessons  of 
kind  instruction  given  to  her  while  she  was  with  us,  and  sincerely 
believes  they  have  proved  great  blessings  to  her.  She  exhibits  a  grate- 
fulness that  a  kind  and  over-ruling  Providence  ever  permitted  them  to 
be  sent  to  an  Institution  that  has  saved  her  and  her  sisters  from  total 
ruin.  She  appears  very  humble,  and  is  one  of  the  many  interesting 
cases  of  reform  which  have  been  narrated  in  our  journals. 

JVovember  10 //i. 

We  this  day  obtained  a  very  good  situation  for  C.  H.,  who  has  served 
out  her  time,  and  returned  a  few  weeks  since,  to  the  House,  and  per- 
mitted to  stay  until  a  place  could  be  procured  for  her.  While  with  us, 
her  conduct  was  exemplary,  and  we  have  no  doubt  of  her  success. 
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JVovemher  19th. 

M.  D.  called  on  us  this  afternoon  ;  lie  was  bound  out  to  a  trade  six 
years  ago,  and  served  out  his  time  creditably,  and  is  now  obtaining  good 
wages  as  a  journeyman,  and  appears  very  respectable.  Before  coming 
to  the  Refuge,  he  was  extremely  ungovernable ;  he  expresses  many 
thanks  for  the  good  he  thinks  he  received  while  he  was  an  inmate  of  the 
House. 

The  Indenturing  Committee — Messrs.  Mahlon  Day,  Israel  Russell, 
and  Daniel  Seymour — made  their  official  visit  this  day,  and  made  provi- 
sion for  indenturing  a  number  of  children. 

H.  N.,  was  received  from  the  New-York  Special  Sessions  this  day. 

JVovember  22d. 

Joseph  McKeen,  Esq.,  County  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools, 
accompanied  by  Mr.  Carey,  of  the  Board  of  Education,  and  Messrs.  Robert 
Kelley,  Charles  M.  Leupp,  Dr.  Pierson,  Daniel  Seymour,  and  Israel  Rus- 
sell, visited  and  officially  examined  the  schools  attached  to  the  Institu- 
tion this  afternoon. 

The  classes  were  examined  in  reading,  spelling,  and  defining,  arith- 
metic, and  geography,  &:c.  The  County  Superintendent  expressed  him- 
self well  pleased  with  the  performances  of  the  children. 

JVovember  29th. 

This  being  Thanksgiving-Day,  the  workshops  were  all  closed,  and  our 
chaplain,  Dr.  Barrett,  preached  at  eleven  o'clock.  The  balance  of  the 
day  was  improved  by  the  children  as  a  holiday.  The  usual  refreshments 
were  provided,  and  they  enjoyed  the  sports  of  the  afternoon  very  much. 
All  appeared  happy  and  contented.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Osgood,  from  Canada, 
visited  us  in  the  evening,  and  very  feelingly  addressed  the  children  in 
both  the  male  and  female  departments. 
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LETTERS 

FROM  MASTERS   RELATIVE  TO  CHILDREN  WHOSE  APPRENTICESHIP  HAS 
ISOT  TET  EXPIRED. 


BOYS. 


Januavij  6lh,  1849. 

Dear  Sir  ; 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  19th  of  December,  making 
inquiries  relative  to  C.  C,  who  is  still  with  me.  He  attends  school,  and 
improves;  he  is  very  contented  and  happy.  A  more  obedient  and  faith- 
ful boy  I  never  saw ;  and  is  earning  a  good  character  for  himself.  I 
shall  do  all  I  can  to  promote  his  present  and  future  prospects,  and  be- 
have he  will  make  a  useful  and  respectable  man. 

Very  truly  yours, 

L.  C.B 

The  above  boy  was  committed  by  the  city  authorities  for  sleeping  out 
nights,  and  committing  petty  offences,  at  the  age  of  eight  years.  He 
remained  two  years  in  the  Institution,  and  has  now  been  six  years  in  his 
place. 


January  25th,  1849. 

Respected  Friend; 

W.  W.  remains  with  me  still,  and  is  very  industrious  bo'h  in  his 
ordinary  work,  and  also  in  his  school  duties.  He  is  making  satisfactory 
improvement  in  education,  and  is  much  esteemed  by  my  family  and 
neighbors  for  his  integrity  and  good  behaviour.  He  is  well  satisfied, 
and  wishes  to  be  remembered  by  all  the  officers  of  the  Refuge. 

Yours,  &c., 

H.  C. 

This  boy  had  run  the  streets  a  long  time,  and  utterly  refused  to  stay 
in  any  situation  that  could  be  provided  for  him.  He  was  committed 
by  the  police  as  an  incorrigible  vagrant.  He  was  in  the  Refuge  seven- 
teen months,  and  has  now  been  two  years  in  his  place. 
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January  31  si,  ]849. 

Dear  Sir  ; 

I  liave  received  your  letter  of  inquiry  in  regard  to  J.  P.    He  is 
with  me  still,  and  proves  to  be  a  very  honest  and  industrious  boy. 

He  attends  church  regularly  with  my  family,  and  is  improving  in  his 
education  ;  latterly  he  has  exhibited  much  respect  for  himself,  and  ap- 
peals very  ambitious  to  gain  the  respect  of  others.  His  temper,  how- 
ever, is  not  as  good  as  I  could  wish,  but  he  is  improving  in  this  regard, 
and  bids  fair  to  be  a  useful  member  of  society. 

Truly  yours, 

T.  P. 

The  above  boy  was  committed  through  the  police  at  the  age  of  ten 
years,  for  sleeping  in  coal-boxes  in  the  streets  and  pilfering.  He  had 
been  bound  out  from  the  L.  1^  Farms  two  or  three  times,  and  as  often 
ran  away.  He  remained  in  the  Institution  eighteen  months.  He  has 
been  out  three  years  with  a  good  prospect  a-head. 


February  6lh,  1849. 

Dear  Sir  ; 

I  write  to  inform  you  that  F.  B,  still  remains  with  me,  and  is 
a  very  good  boy.  He  likes  to  go  to  school,  and  improves  in  his  learn- 
ing ;  he  is  quick  and  active,  and  I  am  well  pleased  with  him. 

Yours,  Szc, 

H.  A.  B. 

This  boy  was  sent  to  the  House  for  sleeping  out  nights,  and  commit- 
ting petty  thefts. 

He  was  in  the  Refage  twelve  months,  and  has  now  been  two  years 
in  his  present  situation. 

March  2cJ,  1849. 

Respected  Friend  ; 

Henry  W.  lives  with  me  yet,  and  is  quite  contented  and  indus- 
trious. I  am  well  pleased  with  him.  He  goes  to  school  during  the 
winter,  and  can  read,  write,  and  cipher  very  well.  In  summer  he 
works  on  the  farm,  giving  entire  satisfaction.  He  attends  Sabbath-school 
and  church  punctually,  and  can  say  that  he  is  a  good  and  truthful  boy. 

Yours,  &c., 
T.  R. 

This  boy  was  committed  for  petit  larceny,  and  aiding  prisoners  to 
break  jail.  He  proved  a  good  boy,  and  was  soon  indentured  to  a  place, 
where  he  has  been  three  years,  with  favorable  accounts  of  him. . 
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Jlj)ril2d,  1849. 

Dear  Sir  ; 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  write  to  you  in  relation  to  J.  McS. 
He  is  witli  me,  enjoying  good  health,  and  proves  to  he  a  very  good 
boy;  my  family  all  love  him.  He  attends  school  and  church,  and  im- 
proves in  his  education. 

Yours,  &c. 

B.  N.  G. 


October  20th,  1849. 

Mr.  J.  W  Ketcham, 
Dear  Sir; 

Yours  of  the  15th  has  been  received,  and  it  is  with  pleasure 
that  I  inform  you  that  J.  E.  H.  still  remains  with  me.  He  is  honest, 
and  very  industrious,  a  great  student,  and  has  made  good  improvement 
in  his  education. 

He  has  become  a  member  of  a  respectable  society  of  Christians,  and 
attends  church  and  Sabbath-school  punctually;  he  is  highly  esteemed 
by  his  teacher  and  acquaintance.  If  he  continues  in  his  present  coursC; 
he  will  make  a  respectable  man  and  a  useful  member  of  society. 

Yours,  &c. 

S.  H. 

The  above  boy  associated  with  very  bad  boys  ;  was  sent  to  the  Refuge 
for  vagrancy  and  pilfering,  at  the  age  of  twelve  years.  He  remained 
in  the  Institution  twelve  months,  and  has  been  in  his  place  two  years. 


October  15//?,  1849. 

Dear  Sir  ; 

When  I  took  P.  C.  from  your  Institution,  I  agreed  to  keep 
you  advised  in  relation  to  him.  For  a  time  after  he  came  to  live  with 
me,  his  conduct  was  not  as  good  as  desirable  ;  but  he  has  improved,  and 
now  bear.q  as  good  a  character  for  honesty  and  industry,  as  boys  gene- 
rally do  of  his  age.  He  always  attends  Sabbath-school  when  we  have 
one,  and  district  school  during  the  winter  months.  Altogether  I  am 
well  pleased  with  him. 

Yours,  &c. 

L.  M. 


JVovemher  Stl,  1849. 

Dear  Sir  ; 

I  received  your  letter  sometime  since,  and  beg  to  be  excused 
for  not  answering  it  before.  P.M.  is  still  with  me,  and  is  very  con- 
tented with  his  situation.    He  is  a  bright,  active,  honest,  and  indus- 
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trious  boy.  He  attends  the  Salibatli-scliool,  district  school,  and  church, 
punctually.  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  with  him,  and  .think  he  is  ambi- 
tious for  future  usefulness. 

Yours,  &c. 

E.  W. 

The  above  boy  was  committed  for  being  a  notorious  pilferer  along 
the  docks.    He  remained  in  the  Refuge  eleven  months. 

J^ovemhtr  20//i,  1849. 

Dear  Sir  ; 

F.  A.  is  still  in  my  employment,  and  has  proved,  thus  far,  to 
be  industrious  and  honest.  He  imj>roves  in  his  learning,  and  feels  the 
necessity  of  becoming  respectable  and  useful ;  he  is  much  esteemed  for 
hi3  habits  of  industry,  which,  no  doubt,  he  has  acquired  in  a  great  de- 
gree, while  under  the  care  and  management  of  your  Institution.  I 
should  be  soriy  to  part  with  him,  and  shall  do  all  I  can  to  promote  his 
future  good  and  welfare. 

Truly  yours, 

E.  F.F. 

The  above  boy  was  committed  at  the  age  of  ten  years,  for  vagrancy. 
He  remained  in  the  House  fourteen  months,  and  has  been  in  his  place 
three  years. 

JVovemher  •21st,  1849. 

Respected  Friend  ; 

Yours  of  the  15th  ult ,  has  been  received,  and,  as  requested, 
inform  you  that  J.  F.  is  still  with  me,  and  behaves  himself  well.  He 
seems  very  ambitious  of  future  usefulness,  and  I  think  if  he  lives  he  will 
make  an  active  man. 

Yours,  &c. 

R.  T.  B. 

This  boy  was  committed  for  drunkenness  and  petty  thefts  He  re- 
mained in  the  House  twenty  months  ;  has  been  two  years  in  his  situa- 
tion. 

November  223,  1849. 

Mr.  J.  W.  K  ETC  HAM, 

Dear  Sir  , 

In  answer  to  your  inquiry  relative  to  J.  C,  I  would  state,  that 
he  remains  with  me  still,  and  proves  honest  and  industrious  ;  he  at'ends 
school  and  improves.  I  must  say  he  has  been  a  good  boy,  thus  far,  and 
I  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  he  will  not  make  a  useful  and  respect- 
able man. 

Yours,  &c., 

J.  I.  T. 
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The  above  boy  was  committed  for  grand  larceny.  He  was  two 
years  and  three  months  in  the  Refuge,  and  all  accounts  of  him  since  he 
left — one  year  and  nine  months  ago — have  been  favorable. 


JVovember  12///,  1849. 

Dear  Sir  ; 

C.  P.  is  still  in  my  einployment,  and  appears  very  contented- 
He  has  a  good  character  for  inlegrity  and  industry,  and  endeavors  to 
make  himself  useful.    1  am  well  pleased  with  his  conduct. 

Yours,  &c. 

W.  W.  T. 

This  boy  was  committed  for  a  series  of  petit  larcenies.  He  was  one 
year  in  the  Refuge. 

November  4th,  1849. 

Dear  Sir  ; 

In  conformity  with  your  wish,  I  wriie  to  inform  you  that  J.  G. 
remain^  with  me,  and  behaves  very  well.  I  intend  sending  him  to 
school  the  coming  winter.  He  now  attends  Sunday-school,  and  endea- 
vors to  make  good  u&e  of  his  time  :  he  has  connected  himself  with  the 
church  to  which  I  belong,  and  present  appearances  justify  me  in  believ- 
ing he  will  make  a  respectable  young  man. 

Yours,  &c., 

W.  S. 

The  above  boy  was  committed  for  larceny. 


JVovember  15/7^,  1849. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Ketcham, 
Dear  Sir  ; 

A  few  days  since  I  received  a  letter  from  you,  requesting  in- 
formation respecting  W.J.  P.,  and  I  am  very  happy  to  give  you  the  de- 
sired information.  He  is  with  me  still,  and  it  affords  me  pleasure  to 
inform  you  that  he  is  a  boy  of  excellent  moral  character,  and  I  think  he 
is  very  ambitious  of  becoming  a  useful  membei-  of  society.  He  is  per- 
fectly honest,  and  for  years  I  have  not  known  him  to  tell  a  falsehood, 
or  use  a  profane  word  ;  and  a  more  industrious  boy  cannot  be  found. 
We  live  too  remote  from  the  village  for  him  to  attend  Sabbath-school, 
but  he  attends  church  regularly  with  my  family,  and  we  have  endea- 
vored to  bring  him  up  as  carefully  as  one  of  our  own  children, — instill- 
innr  into  his  mind  the  principles  of  religion,  and  we  think  he  loves  the 
Bible  your  Managers  gave  him.  I  look  at  it,  my  dear  sir,  as  a  signal  in- 
terposition of  Providence,  when  he  was  placed  under  your  care,  a  poor 
vagrant  boy,  instructing  him,  and  providing  a  home  for  him  away  from 
his  evil  associates  ;  and  we  feel  thankful  that  our  efforts  to  train  him  in 
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the  right  way  have  proved  successful.  .  I  have  and  shall  continue  to  send 
him  to  school  every  winter,  and  he  has  improved  very  much  in  his  edu- 
cation. Hoping  that  your  noble  Institution  may  be  the  means  of  saving 
many  wandering  youth  from  destruction,  and  lead  them  in  the  paths  of 
of  rectitude,  is  the  earnest  desire  of  yours, 

Very  truly, 

E.  J.  H. 

This  boy  was  committed  for  sleeping  out  nights,  and  wandering  from 
place  to  place  and  pilfering.  He  has  been  about  four  years  in  his  pre- 
sent situation. 


-  October  2\st,  1849. 

Dear  Sir  ;  ^ 

In  reply  to  your  inquiries  relative  to  A.  Gr.,  who  has  been  with 
me  two  years  ;  it  affords  me  pleasure  to  state,  that  he  conducts  him- 
self well.  He  is  honest  and  industrious,  and  being  fond  of  his  book,  he 
is  making  suitable  improvement  in  his  learning ;  he  attends  Sabbath- 
school,  and  appears  to  be  contented  :  I  have  no  cause  to  find  any  fault 
with  him. 

Yours,  &c. 

J.  C.  H. 


Ocioher  29th,  1849. 

Mr.  W.  Ketch  am,  Spt.  of  House  of  Refuge, 
Dear  Sift  ; 

I  received  your  letter  a  few  days  since,  relative  to  O.  M.  K., 
and  it  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I  can  say,  take  him  all  in  all,  he  is  one 
of  the  best  boys  I  ever  knew  ;  amiable  in  disposition,  strictly  honest, 
and  very  industrious.    He  attends  school  and  learns  rapidly. 

Yours,  &c., 

H.  H. 

The  above  boy  was  committed  for  steaHng.  He  remained  in  the  In- 
stitution over  a  year,  and  all  accounts  from  him  are  flattering. 


Ocioher  2m,  J  849. 

Dear  Sir  ; 

C.  H.  P.  still  .remains  with  me,  appears  to  be  satisfied,  and 
proves  to  be  honest,  and  is  quite  intelligent.  I  trust  he  will  become  a 
useful  man. 

Respectfully  yours, 

J.  VV.  U. 

He  was  committed  for  vagrancy  by  the  police. 
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October  I5th,  1849. 

Respected  Friend  ; 

G.  B.,  is  in  my  employment  yet,  and  is  a  very  trusty  boy.  He- 
is  obtaining  a  good  trade,  and  has  a  fair  prospect  of  becoming  a  useful 
and  respectable  member  of  society. 

Yours,  &c., 

Z.  M. 

The  above  boy  was  committed  to  the  House  for  vagrancy  and  lar- 
ceny. He  was  in  the  Refuge  eight  months,  and  has  been  at  his  trade 
three  years. 

October  25th,  1849. 

Dear  Sir  ; 

R.  C.  is  still  with  me,  and  is  an  honest  and  industrious  ap- 
prentice.   I  am  \^  ell  pleased  with  him. 

Yours,  &c,  ' 

C.S. 

The  above  boy  was  committed  at  the  request  of  his  mother,  at  the 
age  of  seven  years.  He  was  in  the  Refuge  three  years,  and  with  the 
consent  of  his  mother,  he  was  indentured  out  twenty  months  ago. 


JVovember  20th,  1849. 

Dear  Sir; 

R.  L.,  who  was  indentured  to  me  last  spring,  is  with  me  still, 
and  so  far,  I  am  well  pleased  with  him.  I  trust  he  will  continue  faith- 
ful ;  I  shall  do  all  I  can  to  aid  him  in  well-doing.  He  is  very  anxious 
concerning  his  mother,  and  expresses  a  great  desire,  at  some  future  time, 
to  afford  her  assistance. 

Yours,  &c. 

J.  R.  S. 

This  boy  was  committed  for  being  incorrigible.  All  accounts  from 
him  since  he  left  the  Refuge  are  favorable. 


November  22d,  1849. 

Dear  Sir  ; 

As  requested,  I  write  to  inform  you,  that  J.  L.  W.  continues  with  me 
still,  attends  school,  and  behaves  well.  He  is  quick  in  acquiring  a 
knowledge  of  his  trade,  and  bids  fair  to  become  a  useful  man. 

Yours,  truly, 

G.  L. 

The  above  boy  was  committed  for  larceny.  He  remained  in  the 
House  ten  months,  and  has  been  in  his  place  one  year  and  three  months. 
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October  IStJi,  1849. 

Dear  Sir  ; 

T.  R.  continues  with  me,  and  I  am  happy  to  inform  you  thai 
he  is  both  honest  and  industrious;  he  is  also  improving  in  his  educa- 
tion :  he  seems  anxious  to  become  a  respectable  man.  I  sincerely  hope 
he  will  continue  in  the  course  he  has  been  pursuing  ;  which,  thus  far, 
has  been  very  satisfactory.    He  desires  to  b3  remembered  by  all  of  you. 

Yours,  &c. 

E  C.  H. 

The  above  boy  was  committed  for  petty  thefts.  He  was  in  the  House 
twelve  months,  and  has  been  out  one  year  and  two  months. 


October  23d,  1849. 

Dear  Sir  ; 

•  I  have  received  your  communication  of  the  15th  inst.,  relative 
to  J.  McK.  He  is  living  with  me  yet,  and  is  doing  well :  he  attends 
school  and  improves.  My  opinion  is,  judging  from  present  appearances, 
that  he  will  make  a  useful  and  honorable  man. 

Yours,  &c. 

H.  F. 

This  boy  was  committed  for  larceny.  He  was  in  the  Institution  one 
year,  and  has  been  out  two  years  and  four  months. 


October  ISth,  1849, 

Mr.  W.  Ketcham, 
Dear  Sir  ; 

Agreeably  to  your  request,  I  write  to  inform  you  that  J.  C,  is 
an  active,  intelligent  boy, — I  may  say  a  good  boy.  I  am  much  pleased 
with  him. 

Yours,  &c, 

J.  B.  H. 

The  above  boy  was  committed  at  the  request  of  his  mother.  He  re- 
mained in  the  House  three  years,  and  was  bound  by  the  consent  of  his 
friends. 

September  2oih,  1849. 
Mr.  J.  W.  Ketcham,  Set.  of  House  of  Refuge. 
Dear  Sir  ; 

While  in  the  town  of  S.,  in  W.  Co.,  Penn  ,  a  few  days  ago,  1 
saw  H.  W.,  a  youth  from  your  Institution.  He  is  with  Mr.  J.  R.,  an 
aged  and  wealthy  farmer  of  that  place.  He  is  contented  and  seemingly 
happy;  the  position  he  holds  in  the  family  interested  me  particularly ; 
although  only  seventeen  years  of  age,  he  performed  his  duties  as  though 
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he  were  a  man  of  thirty, — giving  directions  to  a  large  number  of  men, 
some  of  them  over  fifty  years  old,  when  to  cut  the  grass  and  grain,  and 
when  and  how  to  put  them  away,  &c.,  while  the  old  gentleman  was 
about  his  other  business.  He  has  now  been  with  Mr.  R.  three  years, 
and  is  intrusted  with  large  amounts  to  purchase  the  wants  of  the  farm. 
He  has  quite  a  little  stock  of  his  own,  which  Mr.  R.  has  permitted  him 
to  raise.  He  attends  school  during  the  winter  months,  and  has  become 
quite  a  scholar  ;  he  makes  out  accounts  correctly,  renders  them,  &c., 
with  satisfaction.  I  only  give  you  a  brief  respecting  him,  and  will  only 
add,  that  he  is  with  ^  pious  family. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

M.  W. 


LETTERS 

FROM  MASTERS  AND  FRIENDS  OF  CHILDREN,  WHOSE  APPRENTICESHIP  HAS 

EXPIRED. 

Jurce  \2th,  1849. 

J.  W.  Ketcham,  Supt.  op  House  op  Refuge, 
Dear  Sir  ; 

J.  D.,  who  was  indentured  to  me  from  your  Institution,  has  served 
out  his  time  faithfully,  but  still  continues  in  my  employment.  He  is 
married  and  well  settled,  and  is  a  very  respectable  man.  I  am  desirous 
to  take  another  if  you  have  any  that  you  can  recommend.  An  early 
answer  will  much  oblige. 

Yours  respectfully, 

C.  S.  G. 


Maij  6lhj  1349. 

Dear  Sir  ; 

This  note  will  inform  you  that  A.  S.  has  completed  her  term 
of  semce  with  us.  She  has  attended  church  and  Sabbath-school  punc- 
tually, and  made  considerable  progress  in  her  education  during  her  ap- 
prenticeship. She  knows  how  to  do  well,  and  she  has  our  best  wishes 
for  her  future  success.  She  is  about  to  return  to  the  city,  and  will  call 
on  you. 

Sincerely  yours, 

D.  O. 


April  3c/,  1849. 

Respected  Friend  ; 

The  bearer,  A.  McD.,  who  was  indentured  to  me  from  the 
Refuge,  and  whose  term  of  service  expired  on  the  first  of  May  last,  has 
concluded  to  stay  with  us  another  year  on  wages  A.  has  behaved  her- 
self remarkably  well  since  she  has  been  with  urt,  and  we  have  every  rea- 
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son  to  believe  lier  a  perfectly  honest,  and  well-meaning  girl.  "We  feel  a 
deep  interest  in  her  welfare,  and  shall  do  all  we  can  to  assist  her.  She 
will  make  a  short  visit  to  your  Institution,  and  when  she  is  prepared  to 
come  back,  you  will  be  kind  enough  to  aid  her  in  taking  the  proper  con- 
veyance. 

Respectfully  yours, 

W.M. 


JVovemher  Is/,  1849. 

Dear  Sir  ; 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  15th,  and  hasten  to  give  you 
an  answer.  O.  M.,  who  was  indentured  to  me,  on  corresponding  with 
his  friends,  ascertained  that  he  was  twenty-one  by  his  father's  family 
record,  and  I  immediately  released  him  from  his  obligation,  and  gave 
him  forty  dollars  in  money.  He  is  now  working  at  his  trade  not 
far  from  us,  on  good  wages;  he  was  a  good  boy,  and  is  now  a  fine  young 
man,  and  much  esteemed  by  all  who  know  him  ;  I  have  reason  to  believe 
that  he  will  make  a  useful  man. 

Yours  with  respect, 

J.H. 


October  22c/,  1849. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Ketcham,  Supt.  op  House  of  RcFtJcE, 
Dear  Sir  ; 

Yours  of  the  15lh  has  come  to  hand.  H.  A.  L.'s  term  of  ser- 
vice expired  over  a  year  since,  and  she  was  so  much  liked  in  my  family, 
that  I  hired  her  for  another  year ;  and  she  has  fulfilled  her  engagement 
with  fidelity.  I  then  offered  her  many  inducements  to  continue  with 
my  family,  as  they  had  all  become  so  much  attached  to  her,  but  she  pre- 
ferred coming  to  A  ew- York  with  her  relatives.  H.  A.  was  the  best 
girl  I  ever  had  from  the  Institution  of  which  you  have  the  oversight. 
Although  of  a  lively  turn,  she  had  no  desire  to  mix  with  idle  company  : 
her  disposition  is  mild  and  amiable — very  industrious,  and  honest  to 
the  letter:  her  prospects  for  future  usefulness,  and  respectability  are 
certainly  promising.    I  sincerely  trust  she  will  continue  in  well  doing. 

Yours  very  respectfully, 

J.  A. 


December  Iblh,  1849. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Ketcham, 

Dear  Sir  ; 

In  answer  to  your  inquiries  respecting  W.  B.,  I  can  say  that  she 
acquitted  herself  while  with  us,  to  our  entire  satisfaction.  She  was 
willing  and  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  all  her  duties,  and  for  the  oppor- 
tunities she  enjoyed,  she  improved  very  much  in  her  education.  After 
her  lime  expired  with  us,  she  went  to  live  with  a  near  neighbor  of  ours, 
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on  good  wages.  She  has  learned  a  good  trade,  and  has  a  bright  future 
prospect.  I  believe  she  will  make  a  kind  and  useful  woman.  C.  M., 
who  is  still  with  us,  is  doing  as^well  as  we  expected,  and  better.  We 
hope  she  will  make  as  good  and  worthy  a  young  woman  as  M.  B.  has. 

Yours  very  truly, 

J.  F.  L. 


LETTERS  FROM  MASTERS  OF  GIRLS. 

Jukj  Uth,  1849. 

Bear  Sir  ; 

C.  R.,  the  girl  indentured  to  me  from  the  Refuge,  is  a  very 
good  girl,  and  much  liked  by  my  family.  She  has  become  quite  a  good 
housekeeper,  and  enjoys  excellent  health.  She  attends  church  and 
Subbath-school  regularly,  and  is  quite  anxious  to  improve. 

Yours,  &c., 

.B.  C.  B. 

October  17//^  1849. 

Dear  Sir  ; 

Your  letter  of  the  l5th  has  been  received,  and  it  affords  me 
pleasure  to  inform  you,  that  M.  C.  continues  with  us,  and  appears  to 
be  aiubitious  of  becoming  useful  and  respectable.  She  regularly  at- 
tends church  and  Sabbath-school,  and  improves  in  her  conduct  and  edu- 
cation.  We  think  she  will  make  a  very  respectable  young  woman. 

Yours,  &c. 

H.  F.  J. 


October  26th,  3  849. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Ketcham, 
Dear  Sir  ; 

I  answer  all  your  questions  relative  to  C.  McM.,  in  the  affir- 
mative. She  appears  to  be  contented,  and  we  think  her  as  industriou  , 
as  girls  generally  are  of  her  age.  She  is  making  some  advances  in  her 
education,  which  we  endeavor  to  attend  to  as  much  as  possible.  She 
wishes  to  be  remembered  to  the  matrons,  5cc. 

Yours,  Szc. 

W.  V. 

March  bth^  1849. 

Dear  Sir  : 

E.  R.  is  slowly  but  steadily  improving  in  her  general  character. 
Since  I  wrote  to  you,  I  have  not  di.^covered  anything  improper  ni  her 
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conduct  :  she  is  improving  very  much  in  her  habits  of  industry,  and  has 
attended  school  two  quarters,  and  would  have  continued  the  past  win- 
ter had  not  my  own  health  failed.  She  attends  church  and  Syhbath- 
school,  and  seems  quite  amliitious.  She  will  write  to  you  soon,  in  re- 
gard 10  her  sister  who  is  still  wi'h  you,  concerning  whom,  she  feels  a 
great  aiixiety. 

Yours,  &c., 

T.  A.  S. 


April  26th,  1849. 

Mr.  J.  M.  Kf.tcham, 
Dr.  Sir  ; 

M.  C.  is  still  living  with  us,  perfectly  contented.  She  has 
some  faults,  but  I  have  ever  found  her  honest  and  industrious-  She  has 
improved  in  her  learning  very  much  since  she  has  been  with  us.  She 
is  not  as  thoughtful  of  the  future  as  I  wish,  but  we  trust  age  will  bring 
reflection  in  that  regard  :  we  shall  do  all  in  our  power  to  promote  her 
interest. 

Yours,  &;c., 

A.  A. 


Septe?nhcr  16fh,  1S49. 

Dear  Sjr  ; 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  inform  you  that  M.  M.  still  continue.- 
with  us.  She  is  contented  and  happy,  and  doing  well.  She  seems  anx- 
ious to  become  respectable.  She  wishes  to  be  remembered  to  her  mo- 
ther when  you  see  her,  and  the  matrons  of  the  Institution. 

Yours,  &c  , 

J.  A 


Odober  22d,  1849. 

Mr.  J.  W.  K  ETC  HAM, 

Superintendent  of  House  of  Refuge. 

Dear  Sir; 

In  answer  to  your  questions,  relative  to  C.  B  ,  I  can  state 
that  she  is  with  us  still.  Wlien  she  first  came,  she  did  not  do  as  well  as 
we  expected  she  would,  but  latterly  she  improves,  being  but  a  little  gii  l 
I  trust  by  prudent  management  and  advice  to  make  her  a  respectable 
member  of  society.  She  attended  school  during  the  summer,  and  1 
i  tend  sending  her  again  the  coming  winter.  I  feel  confident  that  sin- 
will  succeed. 

Yours,  &:c., 

J.  A. 
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December  29ih,  1849. 

Dear  Sir; 

Yours  of  25th  of  October  was  duly  received,  and  in  an- 
swer to  your  inquiries,  relative  to  J  P.,  I  am  liappy  to  inform  you 
that  she  is  with  me  still,  and  conducts  herself  as  well  as  I  expected 
she  would.  She  seems  quite  ambitious  of  becoming  useful  and  respect- 
able. When  she  first  came  with  us,  she  exhibited  more  temper  than  I 
could  wish ;  but  in  that  she  has  improved  very  much.  She  attends 
church  and  Sabbath  school,  and  improves  in  her  moral  deportment  and 
education. 

Yours,  &c  , 

R.  C. 


LETTERS    FROM  BOYS. 

Dear  Sir; 

I  now  embrace  this  opportunity  to  write  to  you,  to  let  you 
know  that  I  am  getting  along  finely.  I  like  my  place  very  much,  and 
iiave  become  quite  a  farmer.  I  should  like  to  see  you  all  at  the  Re- 
fuse once  more.  I  have  grown  very  fast  since  I  left  you.  This  section 
of  country  is  very  healthy,  and  I  have  been  well  all  the  time.  We  have 
abundance  of  fruit,  and  I  enjoy  it  I  assure  you.  1  attend  school  every 
winter,  and  I  have  learned  to  read,  write,  and  cipher  quite  well.  I 
read  the  Bible  and  letter  you  gave  me  every  Sabbath,  and  find  great 
instruction  in  them  ;  and  I  wish  you  to  tell  all  the  boys  how  well  1  get 
along.  Perhaps  it  will  encourage  them  to  be  good.  If  they  are,  they 
will  soon  obtain  pleasant  situations,  and  be  useful.  I  feel  anxious  to 
hear  from  my  friends.  I  wish  you  would  be  kind  enough  to  inquire 
after  them,  and  let  me  know  how  they  are.  The  time  seems  to  pass 
away  very  fast,  and  I  feel  as  though  my  time  will  soon  be  out,  and  then 
1  expert  to  be  a  good  farmer.    Give  my  love  to  all  for  past  favors,  &;c. 

Yours  respectfully, 

J.  H. 


Dear  Sir; 

I  take  pleasure  in  informing  you  that  I  arrived  home  in  safety, 
and  found  all  my  friends  well  and  jrlad  to  see  me.  I  am  now  living  with 
my  sister,  and  feel  obliged  to  you  for  your  kindness  to  me.  Tell  Mr. 
Linsley  and  Mr.  Irving  I  shall  not  forget  them  very  soon,  nor  Mr.  Spen- 
cer for  his  kind  instruction.  You  will  please  to  give  my  love  to  all  the 
boys,  and  write  to  me  as  soon  as  convenient. 

Yours,  &c., 

H.  D.  S. 
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Dr.AR  Pir; 

1  iiiijirove  this  moment  to  write  a  few  lines  to  you,  to  inforn; 
yon,  tliat  1  am  well  pleased  with  my  situation,  and  like  the  trade.  J 
don't  think  I  could  suit  myself  better,  and  I  am  very  thankful  to  you 
for  it.  You  will  please  give  my  best  respects  to  Mr  Spencer  and  other 
officers.  When  you  see  my  mother  tell  her  that  I  am  well,  and  should 
he  glad  to  see  her. 

Yours  respectfully, 

R.  McG. 


Dear  Sir  ; 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  address  you  a  few  lines.  When  I  first 
left,  I  thought  I  would  run  away ;  but  I  am  sflad  I  did  not,  for  now  1 
am  striving  to  do  r'urht  for  my  employer,  and  before  God.  I  hope  you 
will  not  cross  me  off  of  your  books,  because  I  intend  to  follow  the  pre- 
cepts of  the  G  ospel,  and  try  to  make  a  useful  man.  You  will  please  to 
give  my  love  to  all  the  officers  of  the  Institution. 

Yours  respectfully, 

O.  M. 


Respected  Friend  ; 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  write  you  a  few  lines  to  let 
you  know*that  I  am  doing  well.  I  like  my  business,  and  intend  to  stay, 
and  try  to  make  myself  a  worthy  man.    Give  my  respects  to  all. 

Yours,  &c., 

J.  G. 


Mr.  .1.  W.  Ketcham, 
Dear  Sir; 

I  now  take  this  favorable  opportunity  of  writing  to  you,  to 
let  you  know  that  I  am  well.  I  most  sincerely  lhank  you  for  the  kind- 
ness I  received  while  under  the  wings  of  your  Institution.  I  am  well 
pleased  with  my  employer.  I  believe  he  is  a  true  Christian,  and  thank 
God  that  I  am,  through  your  kindness,  placed  in  a  situation  \d.iere  ] 
can  make  myself  respectable  and  useful.  I  attend  Sabbath  school,  and 
have  a  class  under  my  care.  Tell  Mr.  Spencer  that  I  thank  him  for 
the  kind  attention  to  me  while  I  was  in  the  Refuge,  and  that  I  now 
know  the  use  of  arithmetic,  grammar,  &c.  I  hope  that  you  will  con- 
tinue your  prayers  for  me,  that  I  may  be  kept  in  the  way  that  leads  to 
happiness  here  and  eternal  life  hereafter.  I  expect  to  come  and  visit 
you  soon.    Please  give  my  love  to  all  the  boys,  &c. 

Yours  respectfully, 

W.  M. 
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LETTERS  FROM  GIRLS. 

Dear  Miss  Carter; 

I  now  write  to  inform  you  that  I  have  a  good  situation, 
and  I  am  endeavoring  to  walk  in  the  path  that  leads  to  heaven.  1  hope 
you  will  forgive  all  my  past  misconduct,  as  I  believe  my  Heavenly 
Father  has.  I  now  attend  Sabbath  school  and  church  regularly,  and 
our  devotional  exercises  often  remind  me  of  the  many  religious  and 
moral  lessons  that  1  received  while  in  the  Refuge.  Dear  Matron,  I 
have  not  forgotten,  and  I  pray  that  I  never  may  forget  the  good  advice 
you  gave  me  when  I  was  about  to  leave  you. .  I  intend,  by  Divine  aid, 
to  follow  it.  1  send  my  respects  to  Mr.  K.,  Mrs.  D.,  and  Miss  O'B., 
and  pray  that  God  will  bless  you  for  your  kindness  to  me  while  under 
your  care.  Yours  tenderly, 

  C.  M. 

Miss  Carter  ; 

I  offen  think  of  you,  and  the  time  when  I  left  you.  I  feel  now 
very  thankful  that  I  was  snatched  from  bad  company,  and  placed  in  the 
House  of  Refuge.  I  am  j^leased  with  my  place,  and  always  intend  to 
do  right  if  I  can.  I  am  improving  in  my  education,  &c.,  and  shall  ever 
remember  v/ith  gratitude  your  kindness  to  me. 

Yours  affectionately, 
  C.  E. 

Dear  Miss  Carter; 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  writing  you  a  few  lines.  I 
am  in  good  health,  and  well  pleased  with  my  place,  for  which  I  am 
very  thankful  to  you  and  Mr.  K.  for  procuring  me.  It  is,  indeed,  a 
pleasant  home.  I  expect  to  attend  school  the  coming  winter,  and  I 
intend  to  improve  the  time  the  best  I  can.  I  hope  you  will  not  forget 
me.  I  am  certain  I  shall  long  remember  you  and  your  kind  instruc- 
tions. You  will  give  my  love  to  Mr.  D.  and  Miss  O'B.  ;  also  to  Mr. 
A.  and  F  ,  the  Sunday  school  visitors,  whose  good  advice  I  have  so 
often  listened  to.  Yours  affectionately, 

  M.  B. 

Dear  Matron; 

I  arrived  safely  at  my  place  after  a  pleasant  journey.  I 
have  been  sick  one  week  since  I  left  you,  but  now  enjoy  good  health. 
I  am  much  pleased  with  my  new  home,  and  I  may  say  it  is  a  pleasant 
one  to  me  indeed.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  are  as  parents  to  me,  and  his 
family  as  brothers  and  sisters.  I  should  like  to  hear  from  my  sisters 
and  friends  and,  as  the  cholera  has  visited  your  city,  whether  they  are 
alive  and  well.  I  feel  anxious  to  hear  from  you  all,  and  hope  you  will 
write  to  me  soon.  I  wish  to  be  remembered  to  the  Assistant-Matron, 
and  all  the  officers  of  the  House ;  also  to  the  girls  ;  and  tell  them  when 

they  recite  their  geography  lessons,  and  come  to  V  a,  to  think  of 

me.  Yours,  &c , 

A.  L.  P. 
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